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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Having had troubles of our own we 
should be in a position to sympathize 
with the Russians, who have had to 
be content with a reprint instead of a 
revision of their pharmacopeia, the Danes, whose jong delayed 
revision is now promised for next year, and with the Japanese, 
the English edition of whose drug standard was promised for 
January, 1906, and may not be ready till January 1908. Truly 
pharmacopeia making is a time consuming operation. 


Pharmacopoeial 
Delays 


MARCH 25, 1907 NEW YORK 
If it is ethically a mistake to prescribe a se- 
Empiricism  cret remedy, as is so frequently and forcibly 


contended in these latter days, how was it a 
hundred years ago when the powder of cin- 
chona, or Jesuit’s bark, was prescribed and taken with such 
beneficial results in the treatment of fevers? The bark was 
prescribed empirically, and while the secret of its virtues was 
not the property of any man it was a secret all the same. It 
may be said that we have progressed since that time, but we 
have not yet reached the stage where the real medicinal prop- 
erties of all drugs are definitely known and their action accu- 
rately determined. Medicine is still largely an empirical art, 
and its most enthusiastic votaries would not think of assert- 
ing that it had all the attibutes of an exact science. 


Still Exists 


Jesse Boot, the druggist, who 
is not a pharmacist, natural- 
ly appeals strongly to Charles 
H. McConnell, who is “ not 
a pharmacist and duly thankful” therefor. Mr. McConnell 
had made and lost a fortune in the drygoods business when he 
first embarked in the retail drug business in Chicago. His 
assets consisted of $100 in cash, some $100,000 of debts, a 
supreme self-confidence, complete ignorance of the drug busi- 
ness and a sterling integrity. The Economical Drug Company 
now pays a 40 percent. dividend on $100,000, and one-fourth 
of the stock was set aside by Mr. McConnell, the sole owner, 
for employees who have been with the company for five years 
or more. What Mr. McConnell thinks of Mr. Boot, who con- 
trols 350 retail stores in England, makes interesting reading. 
The phenomenal success of both these men is alone sufficient 
to arouse the envy of the thousands of the unsuccessful, and this 
envy is embittered by the fact that neither Mr. McConnell nor 
Mr. Boot pretends to any knowledge of technical pharmacy. 


Success—as measured by the most obvious 
and populaf criterion, the money earned— 
has rarely come in such rich measure to phar- 
macists as it has to these two nonpharma- 
ceutical druggists. The Hegeman corporation has as its business 
head a pharmacist, as has also the Riker-Bolton Drug Company, 
though there are substantial financial interests in both these 
concerns which are no doubt consulted on matters of general 
policy. In Philadelphia the greatest money makers in the re- 
tail business, Evans and Loder, have had pharmaceutical train- 
ing, as has Jayne, of Boston. But none of these establishments 
can compare with the Boot stores in the amount of business 
transacted, and we doubt if any single store does a larger or 
more profitable business than does the store conducted by Mr. 
Is it possible that a pharmaceutical training is a 
disadvantage in the drug business? This heresy is enunciated 
by Mr. McConnell. Is there any warrant for it? What is it 
that has made the money success of these men? What are the 
elements of financial success? The problem will repay study. 
As individualists we protest against Boot with his 350 stores, his 
$750,000 capital, his 5,000 employees. But protest avails noth- 
ing; study of the problem may help men with a pharmaceutical 
training to fathom the secret of such success. 


Two Nonpharmaceutical 
Druggists 





The Elements 
of Success 


McConnell. 
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The latest development in the 
general absorption of independent 
drug stores by the Cahoon-Lyon, 
Riker-Bolton interests is the ac- 
quisition of the Boston drug business of Charles P. Jaynes & 
Co. In New York with the Hegeman corporation on one side 


The Extinction of the 
Small Retailer 


and the Riker-Bolton, Caswell-Massey corporations on the other 
the outlook is most unpromising for the small retail pharmacist. 
How all this expansion and development of pharmacies along 
the lines of the modern department stores is going to affect the 
financial and professional status of pharmacists is a question 
that becomes increasingly pressing. Fears were expressed at 
a meeting of Brooklyn druggists last week that the smaller 
retail pharmacist would ultimately go the way of the small 
notion dealer and upholsterer of former times—that 
the crushing competition of the large establishments must in- 


draper, 


evitably diminish the number of smaller retail pharmacies and 
lead to a new order of things, in which even the family druggist 
The prospect is 
not a pleasing one to contemplate, but the development seems to 
be a logical one and a natural expression of the new century 


in cities, at least, would be known no more. 


methods. 


The effect of 
eral 


the consolidation of sev- 
Do Not Let Down establish- 


the Bars! 


large pharmaceutical 
ments in New York under the direction 
The 


pharmacy law of New York is proving irksome in some respects 


of one firm is beginning to be felt. 


is talk of amendments in order that certain bars 
The influence of the depart- 
ment stores has been already exerted in favor of an amend- 


and there 
to practice may be removed. 
ment which will permit the sale of so-called household remedies 
by unqualified persons, “household remedies” is 
one that is capable of many interpretations. -what interpreta- 


The term 
tion the department stores would make of it can easily be 
guessed. In the drug departments of these establishments as 
now conducted drugs and medicines cannot be sold unless by 
a registered pharmacist, who draws a salary ranging from $18 
to $25 a week. This is a heavy item of expense in department 
stores where the strictest economy is practiced in the matter of 
salaries. The department store people are chafing under a re- 
striction which prevents them from putting the sale of drugs 
and medicines into the hands of a salesgirl, who is supposed 
to get her subsistence out of a weekly wage of $4 or $5. It 
- would indeed be a backward step to weaken in any manner 
the present pharmacy law of New York, which, imperfect as it 
is in many respects, yet stands as a model for the rest of the 
country. The law needs to be strengthened, not weakened. 





The carelessness exhibited by 
many physicians in the writing 
of prescriptions is sometimes the 
cause of mirth, but as often a 
source of peril to human life. A drug clerk was arrested in 
New York last week for dispensing lysol on a prescription 
which was intended to read laxol. Administered to a child the 
saponaceous solution of crude carbolic acid caused symptoms 
of acute poisoning, and death was only averted by prompt 
remedial The circumstances of the case suggest 
the question whether the physician was not more to blame 
than the pharmacist. We are all familiar with the wretched 
scrawls which some physicians perpetrate on the pharmacist 
in the way of written prescriptions, and when, as in this case, 
the physician wrote a word that looked like “lysol,” and for 


Prescription Scrawls 
and Human Life 


measures. 
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the signa put down the words, “use as directed,” so that the 
pharmacist could not know that it was to be used in a way in 
which lysol must not be used it is unjust to hold the pharmacist 
to blame. Had the physician written the direction for using. 
instead of merely referring to directions which he had given 
orally, the pharmacist would have seen at once that, even 
though the word written looked like “ lysol,” it must be some- 
thing else. As it was he placed a poison label on the bottle 
containing the preparation, together with the cautionary words, 
“for external use,’ so that carelessness in dispensing cannot 
be imputed to him. It is not the first time that an accident 
of this kind has been reported, and pharmacists should exer- 
cise the utmost care in dispensing prescriptions of the charac- 
ter in question to ascertain definitely whether lysol was really 
prescribed. 





The president of the British Board of Trade has 
introduced into Parliament a bill under which any 
applicant shall be permitted to demand the revoca- 
tion of a patent at the expiration of three years 
if it has not been adequately worked in the United Kingdom. 
lie said, introducing the measure, that many British indus- 
tries were now bound hand and foot by the working of the 
present patent system, while others had been completely wiped 
out thereby. His bill was designed to cut these bonds and set 
industry free to engage in the severe struggle with which it is 
confronted. Out of 14,700 patents issued in Great Britain last 
year, 6,500 were to foreigners, and many of these were taken 
out merely to prevent the processes from being worked in 
England. This step is one which has been ardently advocated 
in the United States, and we might well profit by Great Britain's 


Britain’s 
Example 


example. 


In Fyvie’s Literary Eccentrics, a volume 
of character sketches of -recent publica- 
tion, one of the “ eccentrics,” whose al- 
leged doings are described, is Sir John 
Mandeville. It has been pretty definitely made out that Sir 
John never visited any of the countries which he described, 
but that is neither here nor there. One of the warnings which 
Mandeville gave to prospective pilgrims to Egypt in the four- 
teenth century referred to the danger of adulterated drugs, a 
warning which suggests twentieth century practices rather 
than those of a period six centuries earlier, for we are accus- 
tomed to regard the fraudulent adulteration of drugs as char- 
acteristic of our modern competitive civilization. But hear 
Sir John’s warning: “ And wit ye well that a man ought to 
take a good keep for to buy balm, but if he can know it right 
well, for he may right lightly be deceived. For men sell a gum 
that men clepe turpentine instead of balm, and they put there- 
to a little balm for to give good odour. And some put wax in 
oil of the wood of the fruit of the balm, and say that it is 
balm. And some distil cloves of Gilofre and of spikenard of 
Spain, and of other spices that be well smelling, and the liquor 
that goeth out thereof they clepe it balm; and they think that 
they have balm, and they have none. For the Saracens coun- 
terfeit it by subtlety of craft for to deceive the Christian men, 
as I have seen full many a time; and after them the merchants 
and the apothecaries counterfeit it eftstones, and then it is 
less worth, and a great deal worse.” So it would appear that 
the adulteration of drugs is not the thing of recent growth 
which it is commonly supposed to be. The origin of the evil 
must date to a far distant time, probably to a period not long 
after the fall of Adam. 


The Antiquity 
of Adulteration 
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Inquiry among the jobbing trade reveals the 
Receivers of fact that in every one of the larger houses 
Stolen Goods one or more cases of petty peculation are 
discovered almost every year. Details of 
such a case are given in our news columns. As a rule the thefts 
are committed by boys whose age is used as an excuse for 
“ begging off” from punishment. For this reason only a very 
small proportion of the thefts which are detected are made 
public, for the wholesaler will generally content himself with 
discharging the culprit rather than blast his whole future by 
prosecuting the charges even where guilt is admitted. In many 
cases the offenders confess that the peculation has been carried 
on systematically and furnish the names of dealers who have 
bought from them. 
from irresponsible lads, particularly where they are offered at 
an unusually low price, know that they are laying themselves 
open to the charge of being receivers of stolen goods. It is possi- 
ble that druggists once in a great while may be deceived as to the 


The dealer who buys drugs and chemicals 


true source of such goods, but the exercise of ordinary caution 
would generally enable the purchaser to determine whether 
or not the goods offered had been obtained in a legitimate way, 
and the maxim “ Let the buyer beware” has in this connection 
a special significance, for the law will undoubtedly assume that 
in purchasing supplies the druggist exercises at least an average 
amount of common sense, and where there are suspicious cir- 
cumstances will investigate these before buying through irregu- 
lar channels. In the eyes of the law the receiver of stolen goods 
is equally culpable with the thief, and druggists who buy goods 
at reduced rates through irregular channels must satisfy them- 
selves beyond any question that the goods were obtained in a 
legitimate manner, unless they wish to risk the disgrace of 
the police court and a term in prison. If the retail trade would 
absolutely refuse to buy through irregular channels it would 
lessen the temptation for petty thievery of the kind in question, 
as the thieves would find no market for their stolen wares. 


President George Reimann, of the 


An Effort to Get New York State Board of Phar- 
Order Out of Chaos macy, has called a conference in 


Albany to-morrow of the members 
of the State Agricultural and Health departments and State 
Board of Pharmacy, to consider the advisability of passing the 
various pure food and drug measures now before the Assembly 
and Senate. As some of these bills provide that the enforce- 
ment shall be placed with the Departments of Agriculture and 
Health while others provide that the Board of Pharmacy shall 
attend to their enforcement, it has been considered desirable 
that some agreement shall be reached whereby the powers of 
enforcing such prospective laws shall be vested with one of 
these bodies. When this point has been settled it is probable 
that one of the pure food and drugs bills will be passed and all 
State laws conflicting therewith repealed, Immediately after 
the conference of the State Agricultural and Health depart- 
ments to-morrow, a hearing will be held before the Assembly 
Committee of Public Health at which it is expected all the State 
food and drug bills will be discussed, but no definite action 
relative to such measures is expected to be taken, as the general 
consensus appears to favor withholding the passage of such 
bilis until the effect of the federal enactment is thoroughly 
understood. : 

The credit for proposing such a conference belongs, we are 
informed, to Clarence O. Bigelow, whose services to pharmacy 
in this State have been many and weighty during the past ten 
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years. In our opinion it is one of the most important moves 
that has yet been made in the direction of ending the confusion 
which is made possible through the introduction of measures by 
individuals who have not given the subjects that study which 
their importance should demand, and Mr. Bigelow is entitled to 
the fullest credit for his share in the transaction. 


We regret the necessity of burdening our 


Telegraph! readers with details of the obnoxious pharmacy 
measures which make their appearance in the 
New York State Legislature from time to time, but some of 
these measures are so objectionable in character that we should 
be lacking in our duty to the pharmacists of the State if we did 
not keep them informed of what is going on and utter a warn 
ing against the danger of permitting the passage of dangerous 
legislation. We are reasonably certain that our opposition to 
the McCarren bill has proved effective and that the measure 
in question will never be allowed to pass out of committee stage. 

Another equaily vicious measure has, however, recently made 
It is the Lupton bill (1509 Assembly), which 
would permit grocers, hardware men and other merchants to 


its appearance. 


deal in drugs and medicines which are at present sold ex- 
ciusively by pharmacists. 

The only persons who favor this bill are the representatives 
of the grocery interests and the manufacturers of certain drug 
The 
bill is opposed by the organized pharmacists of the entire State, 


but the influence of the manufacturers and wholesale grocers 


preparations which are employed as household remedies. 


was sufficiently strong to persuade the members of the Assembly 
committee to report the bill favorably, and it is now likely to 
pass the Assembly either to-night (Monday) or to-morrow 
morning. If the pharmacists of this State will be guided by the 
AMERICAN Drucaist they will lose no time in telegraphing their 
respective assemblymen to vote against the bill. The following 
form of telegram is suggested : 
Vote against passage of Lupton bill 1509 Assembly. 
Dangerous legisjation. 


THE LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK. 


Fourteen State legislatures,have again saved their respec- 
tive States and adjourned. Eleven have adopted State laws 
following in a general way the requirements of the Federal 
food and drugs act. In one State, North Dakota, the exist- 
ing law was amended so as to include the misbranding section 
of the Federal law. In Colorado the new law differs from 
the Federal act by exempting from the misbranding clause 
“any article defined in the United States Pharmacopoeia or 
National Formulary, or in the case of alcohol, when used in 
the manufacture of other preparations which are official in 
the United States Pharmacopeia or National Formulary.” 

Two State legislatures, those of Texas and New Hampshire, 
which have not yet adjourned, have also enacted pure food laws 
conforming in their general tenor to the Federal act, making 
a total of thirteen States in which such a law has been adopted. 
In Alabama the Legislature had taken a recess after having 
“ducked” on one of the Ladies’ Home Journal labeling bills. 

In nearly all of the bills enacted in the different States 
the precedent set in the Georgia pure food and drugs act, 
which was passed last year, is followed, the prescriptions of 
physicians being exempted from the labeling clause of the 
act, where those prescriptions happen to be written by regu- 
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larly qualified practitioners and dispensed by registered phar- 
macists. 

In addition to the general food and drugs act, several 
States have passed regulations governing the sale of narcotic 
drugs, and in the majority of the State legislatures, which 
are still in session, both general and specific bills affecting 
drug interests are on the calendars. 

In our fortnightly survey of the drug world it seems almost 
impossible to avoid the omnipresent question of legislation, and 
we think that the foregoing summary of legislation along one 
line alone is sufficient excuse for devoting even more space to 
the question of drug legislation than we have given to it. 


CATALOGUING DEVICES IN THE PHARMACY. 

In scarcely any other calling is the observance of order and 
system so important as in the retail pharmacy. So many items 
must be classified, catalogued and stored in a way to make them 
easy of reference and access at all times. In some of the larger 
metropolitan pharmacies various devices are in use to aid the 
clerks in finding any article that may be wanted out of the 
vast and heterogeneous collection of supplies that make up the 
stock of a modern druggist. In the case of proprietary prepara- 
tions, packages of which are opened and partially used for the 
filling of prescriptions, it is a convenient and economical plan to 
have a cabinet fitted with drawers each markéd with a letter 
of the alphabet or with a number for the reception of broken 
packages only. An index book is, of course, a necessary part 
of the equipment. Supposing that 8 ounces of peptomangan 
was ordered, leaving 3 ounces in the original container. The 
bottle containing the unused portion would be placed in the 
drawer labeled P. Then when a subsequent order was received 
for a fractional amount of an original bottle the index book 
would be consulted and the information gleaned from it that 
an open bottle was available in the section of the store where 
the packages of partially emptied containers were kept, it being 
presumed, of course, that a record of the amount abstracted 
from an original package and the amount remaining in the con- 
tainer was made in the index book at the time the transaction 
was made. 

This is one example of system in the pharmacy. Equally 
necessary is the keeping of an index of catalogues and price 
lists. We are indebted to John M. Tobin, a member of the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association, for particulars of a system 
which he employs in the indexing of catalogues and price lists. 
What pharmacist has not lost time and patience in the hunt for 
a price list which was not in the place where he expected to 
find it? Mr. Tobin takes one of the larger sized calendars 
which are distributed gratuitously at the end of the year as 
advertisements by different firms and cutting out the numbers 
from 1 to 31, and the letters and combinations of letters he 
pastes one on the back page of each catalogue or price 
list until every one is supplied with a number or letter dis- 
tinctive to itself. He then takes a small book indexed from A 
to Z and enters the catalogue or price list under the firm name. 
Opposite to the firm name and on the same line he writes the 
number or letter found on the outside back cover page of the 
catalogue. In practice the catalogue of Schieffelin & Co. would 
be entered under S and the catalogue number might be 10, 
which would mean that Schieffelin & Co.’s catalogue is 10 in the 
numerical order of the catalogues. The letters and combina- 
tions of letters are reserved for the smaller lists. This arrange- 
ment is useful since, in the case of smaller lists, the manufac- 
turer’s name is frequently best recalled by the name of the 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


article. The larger lists could be arranged on a shelf in nu- 
merical order, but the smaller lists might be handled to better 
advantage in a letter file, or in heavy envelopes contained in a 
hox by themselves. 

This arrangement should prove serviceable to any pharma- 
cist who makes it a point to keep well informed on new reme- 
dies, as new remedies could be indexed under their proper 
names, with cross references to the names of agents or manu- 
facturers. The saving of time and the convenience which would 
result: from the exercise of system in the pharmacy should 
amply repay the pharmacist for any initial trouble involved. 


LOBBYING DRUGGISTS. 

The term “lobbying” has come to have a sinister signifi- 
cance, but is also applied to a wholly legitimate phase of 
activity in the effort to influence legislation by informing the 
members of the Legislature as to the results which will follow 
the enactment of a bill and the best means of improving a 
measure so as to secure the greatest benefit to the greatest num- 
ber. If the respectable citizens of the community were to con- 


‘tent themselves with the election of members of the Legisla- 


ture, giving the acts of these representatives no further 
thought, they would soon find the statute books filled with 
legislation both useless and vicious. When dealing with the 
drug business the average legislator is entirely out of his depth, 
and unless the druggist lent him a helping hand he would 
surely come to grief. In their efforts to secure the enactment 
of a reasonable and practicable pure food and drugs act for that 
State the druggists of the State of Nebraska have been having 
an active session with their Legislature. Some of the represen- 
tatives of pharmacy recently received a severe rating from the 
State Senators. who demanded that they be excluded from 
the floor of the Senate as lobbyists. One of the druggists— 
Charles R. Sherman, of Omaha—stood his ground manfully, 
however, and when the president of the Senate left it with 
Mr. Sherman to determine whether or not he was actively 
“lobbying” Mr. Sherman denied the charge. It was asserted 
that the representatives of pharmacy, not content with inter- 
viewing the members at the hearings and outside of the Senate 
chamber, had invaded the chamber itself and were interfering 
with the business of the Senate by canvassing the members on 
the pure food and drugs measure. Those who know Mr. Sher- 
man—and he is well and favorably known to a large number 
of druggists all over the United States as one of the most in- 
teresting and instructive speakers at the meetings of the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association—will need no assurance from 
him to convince them that he would not resort to unworthy 
means to influence legislation, or that his influence would be 
exerted for anything but the good of pharmacy. In their activi- 
ties on behalf of pharmacy Mr. Sherman and his associates 
representing the pharmacists of the State of Nebraska will 
have the sympathy and support of the rest of the pharmacists 
of the United States, and may rest assured that the charge 
of “lobbying” which has been made against them will not 
carry with it the opprobrium which is usually attached to that 
charge, even where it is not proven to be well founded. 


Ranks First. 
Enclosed find draft for $3.00 in payment for the AMERICAN 
Drucoist. Of att journals it ranks first. 
Jos. R. CoTTERREL, 
of Stoy & Cotterrel. 
WAYNESBURG, Pa. 
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SPIRIT OF NITROUS ETHER.' 


Its Manufacture and Assay. 





By WI.I1s St. L. FursusH, Puarm. D. 


A glance at the pharmacopeias of the United States shows 
this preparation to have been in common use throughout the 
nineteenth century, each of the different revisions containing a 
working formula for its manufacture. All the earlier authori- 
ties direct it to be made by distilling the whole spirit as well 
as the ethyl] nitrite which it contains. This was done either 
by subjecting a mixture of alcohol and nitric acid to distilla- 
tion, or by generating nitric acid, by a mixture of potassium 
nitrate and sulphuric acid in presence of alcohol. A reduction 
of the nitric acid takes place and ethyl! nitrite is formed, and 
at the same time, it is almost needless to say, large quantities 
of aldehyde. ‘ 

In 1860 the B. P. introduced a process similar to the one now 
in use. It directed ethyl nitrite to be distilled from a mixture 
of NaNO,, alcohol and sulphuric acid. This was discontinued 
on account of the low grade of sodium nitrite. This sodium 
nitrite was directed to be made by reduction of the nitrite by 
means of charcoal and heat. 

In the revision of 1880 an attempt at the reduction of nitric 
acid by means of the introduction of copper into the still during 
distillation was made. The reduction takes place all right and 
distillation proceeds rapidly, but much aldehyde is produced, so 
the distillate is of a very poor grade. A sample made by this 
method and immediately assayed was less than one-half U. S. P. 
strength. 

With the 1880 revision, the distillation of the whole of the 
spirit was discontinued and has never been taken up since. 
Since that time the pure ethyl] nitrite has been first made, and 
then mixed with alcohol in proper proportions. 

Since the nitric acid and copper method of 1880 was dis- 
continued ethyl nitrite has been made by action of sulphuric 
acid on NaNO, in the presence of alcohol. The NaNO, being 
decomposed by the acid, the nitrous radical unites with the 
ethyl radical of the alcohol, forming ethyl] nitrite, sodium acid 
sulphate and water, as follows: 


C.H;OH + H.SO, + NaNO, = C:HsNO2 + NaHSOQ, + H.0O. 


Up to this time the process had depended on the reduction 
of nitric acid, which is a powerful oxidizing agent, and pro- 
duced much aldehyde by oxidation of the alcohol. In the 1890 
process the nitrous radical passes from the Na to the C,H, 
without any change, so no aldehyde is produced. 

About the time the 1890 revision came out much NaNO, 
was put on the market, but only the C. P. quality was listed in 
price-lists, which excluded the idea of the manufacture of 
spirit of nitrous ether in a pharmacy. However, a commer- 
cial quality of a very good grade could be obtained at 15 cents 
a pound if one went gunning for it. But the dealers did not 
like to sell it and have since raised the price to 25 cents a 
pound to discourage its sale. 

Having produced the ethyl nitrite, there are two methods 
of separating it from the saline solution in which it is made— 
namely, by distillation or decantation. The latter method de- 
pends on the principle that ethyl nitrite is specifically lighter 
than and insoluble in the aqueous saline mixture in which it is 
formed. 

The process usually is as follows: 

Dissolve 63.5 Gm. NaNO, in 100 Ce. H.O; add 55 Ce. alco- 
hol. Then add 52 Gm. H,SO, which has been previously di- 
luted with water and cooled; shake and set aside. As ethyl 
nitrite boils at 62.40 F., the necessity of conducting the opera- 
tion at a low temperature is apparent. Also the previous dilu- 
tion of the H,SO,, as the heat generated by the reaction of a 
strong acid would raise the temperature far above the boiling 
point. In a few minutes the C,H,;NO, appears in a layer on 
top and may be decanted into a separatory funnel. 

It is now shaken with 10 Ce. cold water to remove traces 





1From the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Pharmaceutical Asso 
ciation for 1906. 
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of alcohol, then with a solution of NaCO, to remove traces of 
acid, and then dehydrated with anhydrous K,CO,. 

The other method, or that of distillation, depends on the 
fact that ethy] nitrite boils at a very low temperature (64.4 F.) 
and may be distilled without taking over more than traces of 
other things in the mixture. 

Various kinds of stills have been suggested, but the one 
that seems most practical for use in a retail pharmacy is con- 
structed and used as follows: 

Use for a condenser and receiver a series of three 4-ounce 
bottles tightly corked and connected by means of glass tubes. 
Fit the last bottle in the series with a safety tube and pack 
them in a mixture of salt, ice and water. Connect the first bot- 
tle in the series with the still. Use for a still a 1-quart wide 
mouthed bottle. Insert a closely fitting cork, through which 
two glass tubes have been passed. Connect one tube with the 
condenser and the other with a small glass funnel by means of 
rubber tubes. <A pinch cock is applied to the rubber tube just 




















APPARATUS FOR DISTILLING NITROUS ETHER. 
1, still; 2, 3, 4, bottles used for condensing and receiving distillate. 
‘These are packed in a freezing mixture; 5 and 6, tubes connecting 


bottles; 7, tube connecting with condenser; 8, safety tube; 9, rubber 
tube; 10, funnel; 11, pinch cock. 


below the point of the funnel. Mix in the still 127 grammes 
of sodium nitrite, 110 Ce. of alcohol, and from 100 to 175 Ce. 
of water. Now add slowly through the funnel about 200 Ce. of 
50 percent. sulphurie acid: The flow may be regulated by 
means of the pinch cock. At ordinary room temperature dis- 
tillation will begin as soon as the first portion of the acid is 
added, and it will usually all distill without more heat. Dis- 
tillation may be hastened by setting the still in lukewarm 
water, or by adding a little hot water through the funnel, but 
this is not necessary. 

Care must be used, for if the acid is run in too quickly an 
explosion may occur or the ethyl nitrite may be forced over 
faster than it will condense, and so pass out through the safety 
tube, thereby causing a loss. 

The distillation of this quantity takes about five minutes. 
The ether is now washed with 20 Ce. of ice cold water to free 
it from alcohol, and then with 20 Ce. of 10 percent. solution of 
sodium carbonate to free from traces of acid. The solution of 
sodium carbonate is now drawn off and the ether then shaken 
with 6 Gm. of anhydrous potassium carbonate to free it from 
water. It is then filtered through cotton or paper and mixed 
with 22 times its weight of deodorized alcohol, thus making a 
spirit of nitrous ether about 4 percent. in strength. 

If the operation is carried on carefully about 100 to 105 Ce. 
of ethyl nitrite may be obtained. 

“Commercial” sodium nitrite is used in this process; it 
can be obtained for about 15 cents a pound, thus making 105 Ce. 
of pure ethyl nitrite cost about 15 cents. 

Until the present method came into use the product was 
very poor, for not only was the distillate acid, but contained 
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large quantities of aldehyde. Two samples made by the U. S. 
P., 1880, and immediately assayed, showed less than 2 percent. 
of ethyl nitrite, and one made by U. S. P., 1830, showed even 
less. 

Both decomposed very rapidly. The samples were nearly 
colorless. The best samples are of a decided straw color, and if 
good are never green nor colorless. 

The Nitrometer. 

As few retail pharmacists possess a nitrometer, one of a very 
good type may be constructed by use of a burette, which is 
in many respects the most practical for use. It is constructed 
a rubber tube connect a small glass 
glass stoppered burette. Connect 


as follows: 
funnel with 


$y means of 
the outlet of a 














DIAGRAM OF NITROMETER. 


1, separatory flask (an ordinary funnel may be used in its placé) ; 
2, stop cock (unnecessary) ; 3. support; 4, long rubber tube ; 5, burette ; 
6, stop cock ; 7, short stiff rubber tube; 8, funnel. 


the other end of the burette with a funnel or separatory flask, 
using for this purpose a rubber tube about 3 or 4 feet long. 
The rubber tube connecting the small funnel with the point 
of the burette should be strong enough to hold the funnel up- 
right. The burette should be of 50 Cc. capacity. As the burette 
is used upside down the space between the graduation and the 
stop cock should be measured and added to capacity, making 
about 55 Ce. 

Also as it is inverted, the reading is in the opposite direc- 
tion from that in which it was intended to be used, so the 
reading must be subtracted from the total capacity to give the 
correct volume of The funnel connected with the long 
tube should be of at least 100Cc. capacity. 


gas. 


Tests and Assay. 

The earlier pharmacopewias gave no tests for strength or 
purity, except specific gravity, color, boiling point and acidity. 
The last three are important tests, but specific gravity is not, 
for the reason that both ethyl nitrite and water are heavier 
than alcohol; therefore.a mixture of alcohol and water may 
have the same specific gravity as a good sample of spirit. 

In the U. 8S. P., 1880, an attempt to estimate the percentage 
of ethyl nitrite by the reduction of potassium permanganate 
was the method given. Aldehyde and nitrous acid both will 
reduce permanganates, so this assay was not satisfactory. For 
the same reason an attempt to estimate the iodine liberated 
from a solution of potassium iodide by a definite amount of 
spirit was not successful. 

The assay, by measuring the nitric oxide gas liberated from 
a measured quantity of spirit, seems at present to be the only 
way to get even a near estimate of strength. The process does 
not give absolutely accurate results, but near enough for prac- 
tical purposes. 

Other attempts at assay have been made by mixing one 
part of the spirit with two parts of a saturated solution of 
ealcium chloride in a graduated tube. After setting it aside 
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the ethy] nitrite would separate on top and was measured. The 
assay for nitric oxide gas, with the previously described nitro- 
meter is conducted in the following manner: 

Hang the funnel or separator, which is connected with the 
long tube, in a ring of a percolator stand or other support. 
Open the stop cock of the burette and pour a strong solution 
of salt water into the larger funnel and let it run until the 
burette is full when held in an upright position. Now elevate 
the burette, allowing the solution to run back into the flask 
or funnel. This is to be repeated until all air is expelled from 
the apparatus. Then allow the burette to fill with the solu- 
tion and close the stop cock. Now measure with a pipette 
exactly 5 Ce. of the spirit, and place it in the smaller funnel. 
Raise this slightly above the level of the liquid in the other 
funnel and cautiously open the stop cock, taking care not to 
allow any air to enter. Follow this in the same manner by 
about 3 or 4 Ce. of alcohol to wash in the last traces of spirit. 
Now place in the funnel about 1 Gm, of potassium iodide, which 
has been dissolved in about 5 Ce. of water. Now raise the 
burette so the smaller funnel will be about eighteen inches 
above the other one, and let the iodide solution flow into the 
burette, shutting it off before it is all run in, to prevent air 
from entering. Next elevate the burette about one foot more 
nnd introduce in the same manner about 6 Ce. of a 10 percent. 
solution of sulphuric acid. 

When the reaction is over bring the liquid in both ends of 
the apparatus to the same level, so that no pressure may be ex- 
erted on the gas, and take the reading. This subtracted from the 
total capacity will give the amount of gas liberated. 

If the spirit used was of U. S. P. strength 55 Ce. of gas will 
be produced, corresponding to 4 percent. pure ethyl nitrite. 
If more or less than 55 Ce. are produced the percentage may 
be found by multiplying four by the amount produced and 
dividing by fifty-five. 

Decomposition. 


Owing to hydrolysis spirit of nitrous ether is very difficult 
to keep at standard strength. Even when carefully made it 
contains water enough to start decomposition, and as acid is 
liberated it proceeds more rapidly. If the containers are not 
completely filled and tightly corked it soon becomes colorless, 











Into 2 put 
5 Ce. of 20 per cent. sol. K. I. Into 8 put 5 Ce. 25 per cent. H2SO,. 
By means of strings, a—a, lower 2 and 38 into 1 and insert cork, b, 
tightly. Fill bottle, 5, with water and insert cork, c, tightly and place 
on box 6, with glass tube 9. above graduate 4. Now shake bottle 1 
gently, which will spill contents of 2 and 3 into spirits, causing the 
gas to pass up through glass tubes 7 and 8 and rubber 10. The water 
will flow out through 9 into 4, and the number Cc. in 4 will indicate 
the amount of gas produced. This multiplied by 4.55 will give percent- 
age strength of Cels;NO>. 


Used as follows: Into 1 put 5 Ce. spirits nitrous ether. 


has a pungent odor, an acrid taste and a strongly acid reaction. 

A sample made with absolute alcohol showed no perceptible 
changes in two months, while one made with U. S. P. alcohol 
lost 2 percent. of ethyl nitrite and became decidedly acid in 
one week. By oxidation aldehyde produces acetic acid. 

Though spirit of nitrous ether is very hard to keep, such 
is not the case with pure ethyl] nitrite. In this condition it 
may be stored indefinitely, but must be tightly corked and 
stored in a cool place. A sample made by U. 8S. P. and kept 
two years produced a sample of spirit answering all require- 
ments of the U. S. P. 
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As ethyl] nitrite boils at about 64.4 F. it cannot be placed on 
the market in this condition. The “concentrated” nitrous 
ether of the market is pure ethyl! nitrite, to which 10 percent. 
absolute alcohol has been added to raise the boiling point. 
This keeps very well for an indefinite period. 


Commercial Quality. 


Twenty-two samples purchased in different stores in Mas- 
sachusetts showed when assayed that one only contained 4 
percent. of ethyl nitrite, and even that one was strongly acid. 
The best samples contained from 33-10 to 3 7-10 percent. 

Ten of them were below 3 percent. Five were 2 percent. 
or less, and one contained only 9-10 percent of ethyl nitrite. 
Al! samples were acid to litmus and potassium bicarbonate. 
Twelve samples collected in 1895 showed none to contain as 
much as 38 percent., and the majority of them had less than 2 
percent., and it was at that time common to find it for sale 
having less than 1 percent. 


Conclusions. 


i, Ime TU. SP, 
facture. : 

2. In making ethyl nitrite distillation is quicker and easier 
than decantation. 

3. The 1890 method of assay is practical, quick, easy and 
fairly accurate. 

4. The commercial samples are poor. 

5. As sold in stores it shows a great improvement in the 
last ten years. 

6. The reason for this improvement is the fact that most 
druggists formerly bought the spirit, but now buy the “ concen- 
trated” nitrous ether and dilute it. 

7. The spirit should be made in small quantities and stored 
in full, small bottles in a cool, dark place. 

8. Absolute alcohol would be best for diluting, but U. S. P. 
alcohol should at least be used. 


1890 method is the best one tried for manu- 








MRS. JESSE BOOT, 


Who buys the sundries for the 350 stores controlled by Mr. Boot. 


9. Most druggists use alcohol U. S. P., 
8S. P. Sth revision alcohol for diluting. 

10. Pharmacists should make their own ethyl nitrite in- 
stead of buying it, for two reasons: First, the satisfaction of 
using a spirit of standard quality and keeping within bounds 
of the State law; and secondly, because it is cheaper. 

11. When a number of assays are to be made the funnel 
and burette are better than a regular nitrometer, for the rea- 
son that the small funnel may be removed and cleansed, thus 
saving the washing of the whole apparatus between the assay. 


1890, instead of U. 
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THE GREATEST DRUGGIST IN THE WORLD. 


The Remarkable Career of Jesse Boot, of Nottiogham, England, 

Managing Director of 350 High-Class Drug Stores. 

By CuHartes H. McConne ct, 

President of the Economical Drug Company, of Chicago. 
When the writer promised the editor of the AMERICAN Druc- 
GIsT, prior to his going to Europe last year, to describe anything 
of striking importance to the American drug world that might 
come under his observation he little realized the magnitude of 
thee task he then assumed. It is with a feeling of diffidence, 
and the consciousness of his inability to do the subject justice, 








JESSE BOOT 


that he now undertakes the fulfillment of a promise rashly 
made. 

Jesse Boot is the most gigantic figure ever known in the 
pharmaceutical world. 
drug trade. It would be impossible to do more than scant 
justice to his marvelous business achievements within the 
limits of a magazine article. This attempt must necessarily be 
sketchy and incomplete, because the material was gathered in 
personal contact with this remarkable man during two all too 
shert days at his home in Nottingham, England, and is mainly 
written from memory, aided by the briefest memoranda. 

Some thirty years ago Jesse Boot, then twenty-one years 
of age, and engaged in peddling household, remedies from town 
to town, conceived the idea of starting in Nottingham the first 
ey his scheme being based on the prin 


He is the unquestioned Colossus of the 


Soots Cash Chemists,” 
ciple of moderate (or “ cut”) prices and cash sales in a business 
that, as conducted in England, had never known anything but 
moderate prices and unlimited credit. Handicapped by lack of 
capital, and not being a professional pharmac'st (though the 
writer would not be understood as admitting that the latter 
was a handicap—au contraire, it has decided advantages), his 
progress was slow at first, and Boot had a hard struggle; but 
eventually the idea which he had originated spread like wild- 
fire, and to-day the characteristically striking and decidedly 
original “ Boots Cash Chemists” surmounts 350 high-class 
drug stores in England. 

Statistics are dry reading as a rule, and no attempt will be 
made herein to elaborate on details, but merely to present the 
bold outlines of the marvelously successful business career of 
this “ Napoleon of the drug trade,” allowing the readers to 
digest and draw such conclusions as they may. 

The Nottingham Headquarters. 

The headquarters of this enormous business are at Not- 

tingham, and give employment to 1,300 persons. The head- 
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quarters’ building, the pharmaceutical works and the chemical 
laboratory are pictured in the reproduction of the letter head- 
ing used in all the Boots correspondence. Among other ad- 
juncts of these headquarters for the conduct of an enormous 
business are: A printing office as extensive as the most pre- 
tentious ones in New York or Chicago, with forty or fifty large 
presses at work turning out the immense supplies required in 
such a great business, including elaborate postal cards in colors, 
which are sold at all the Boots stores at half, or less, the 
prices charged by other stores; an extensive carpenter and in- 
terior woodworking establishment, covering four stories, and 
about 75 x 100 feet in height, fully equipped with the best ma- 
chinery, where a large force of skilled mechanics is constantly 
employed turning out the fixtures and interior and exterior 
architectural decorations for the new stores, which are being 
constantly added (more than twenty were added last year), 
thus securing uniformity and greater speed in fitting up— 
the average British workman is fearfully slow !—and at greatly 
reduced expense, under the supervision of Boot’s own architect 
and his assistants, exclusively employed on this work. Several 
hundred employees 
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than all the Park & Tilford and Acker, Merrill & Condit stores, 
and fifty other leading groceries of New York combined could 
be unloaded for on the American investing public—it was 
largely oversubscribed, because of the faith of the British public 
in Sir Thomas—* for he’s a jolly good fellow,” even though his 
shares have been depreciating for years, due to decreased earn- 
ings and dividends. The six or seven great Hegeman stores 
in New York might possibly be unloaded on the American public 
on a basis of a million dollars’ stock, but they might make as 
disastrous a failure if the attempt were made as did Siegel, 
Cooper & Co., a few years ago, when the response to their ex- 
tensive advertising of stock based on an earning capacity of 
8 percent. was practically nil. 

I doubt if I could unload the capital stock of the Economical 
Drug Company on a basis of $250,000, although it has paid in 
cash dividends in the past five years the gross sum of $262,750, 
or over $1,000 a week for five years. However,I am not going 
to unload! I can only afford to give it away to deserving 
employees of five years’ standing. 

The Boots retail drug stores are the best of their class in 

the one hundred 





are at work in the 
chemical and phar- 
maceutical esta b- 
lishments, and the 
latest and best ma- 
chinery, English 
and American, is 
freely employed. A 
corps of a dozen or 
more analytical 
chemists is con- 
stantly engaged in 
analyzing every in- 
gredient that enters 
into the goods man- 
ufactured by 
“Boots Pure Drug 
Company, Lim- 
ited,” for the basis 
of success must be 
quality. 





Seven and a Half 
Million Dollars 





and fifty or more 
English cities in 
which they are sit- 
uated. London has 
been the most dif- 
ficult city in which 
to obtain a_ foot- 
hold for Boots 
stores, owing to 
the real estate con- 
ditions and compli- 
cations due to long 
time leases,  ete., 
and yet there are 
seventy “Boots 
Cash Stores” in 
and around London. 





Nearly Five Thous 
and Employees. 


The total num- 
ber of employees 








of Boots is be- 
Capital. ‘- 

tween 4,500 and 

The capital em- 5,000. The great- 

ployed in this est difficulty is in 

extensive aggre- A Typical Store of Boots, Cash Chemists, Nottingham. obtaining compe- 

gation of drug , tent managers for 
stores exceeds £1,500,000, or $7,500,000, divided among five 350 stores, and registered pharmacists, but 


companies as follows: Boots Pure Drug Company, Ltd., Boots 
Cash Chemists (Eastern), Ltd., Boots Cash Chemists (West- 
ern) Ltd., Boots Cash Chemists (Lancashire), Ltd. and Boots 
Cash Chemists (Southern), Ltd. 

The manner in which this capital (enormous for the retail 
drug business) was raised is characteristically British, and 
illustrates the difference between English and American finan- 
cial methods in so-called “ industrials.” The stock was issued 
in three classes, first and second “ preference shares” and 
“ordinary shares,” the latter in proportion to the two former of 
about 30 percent. The preference shares are sold to the pub- 
lic and the ordinary are retained by Mr. Boot. When first 
put on the market the rate of interest was 7 percent. After 
paying this very large rate (for England) during several years, 
the subsequent issues were floated for a time at 6 percent.; 
but a recent issue of £100,000 at 5 percent. was largely over- 
subscribed, at 10 percent. above par value, showing the confi- 
dence of the investing public in “ Boots. Cash Stores,” which 
have never defaulted on a dividend, “ and that’s all the English 
investing public asks,” said Mr. Boot to the writer. 


Difference Between American and British Investors. 


When Sir Thomas Lipton put out a vast stock issue for his 
one hundred and sixty provision shops—more, if memory serves, 


Boots pays lib- 
One hundred and thirty of those 
shops are general. Two hundred have circulating libraries 
attached, which have proved very successful and_profit- 
able; quite a number have “ tea rooms” attached, but none has 
a soda fountain nor sells cigars nor candy. The goods dealt in, 
in addition to those sold in exclusively drug stores, are books, 
stationery, silverware (mainly toilet articles), fancy goods, 
trunks, valises, leather goods, pictures and fine art framing, 
photography and other goods too numerous to mention. All 
these are of the highest elass and all are sold at moderate 
prices. 


erally and gets the best. 


Not Popular with His Competitors. 

As a matter of course, Mr. Boot is very unpopular with the 
other 7,650 “chymists” of England, who hate him with an 
aversion like unto that entertained for holy water by his 
Satanic Majesty. Scarcely a session of Parliament but bills 
are introduced to “down” him, mainly by the attempt to pre- 
vent corporations doing business as druggists; but all such at- 
tempts have failed, so far, principally because of the solid body 
of over 13,000 investors in the stock of “ Boots Cash Stores,” 
who stand as a wall in defense of their financial interests, and 
also because of the statement in “ The Thunderer” that the 
British public saves over £1,000,000 by purchasing of Boots. 
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The great warehouses from which are drawn the supplies 
for these 350 retail stores are situated in London, “the drug 
market of the world,” which gives Boot, with his practically 
unlimited capital and vast outlet for goods, a decided advan- 
tage. Meyer Brothers Drug Company, of St. Louis, is said to 
be by far the largest concern of its kind in America, and yet it 
transacts no such volume of business as is afforded by the ex- 
ciusive patronage of these 350 large retail stores of Jesse Boot, 
some of them rivaling in size and output the largest establish- 
ments in the United States. 

Believes in Advertising. 

Jesse Boot is an extensive advertiser, frequently taking full 
page ads. in the London 7J'imes, Mail, Telegraph, at rates much 
higher than American papers charge, or $1,500 for one insertion. 
This may be a surprise to American readers, but as a matter of 
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Mrs. Boot a Factor in the Success. 


Mrs. Jesse Boot is a worthy mate for her remarkable hus- 
band, and in her way nearly as remarkable. She accompanies 
Mr. Boot to business every day and puts in as many hours of 
hard and intelligent labor as he does—that is, from eight to ten 
hours daily. She has full charge of the buying of all toilet 
articles, more particularly for ladies’ use, and makes frequent 
trips to the continent in search of novelties. The silverware is 
especially in her charge and is as well selected as any expert 
male buyer could secure. Mrs. Boot is a fine example of the 
best class of British matron, the mother of three charming 
children, and her hospitality was cordial, elegant and refined. 
The pleasantest memory of a seven months’ trip last year is 
associated with the two days spent under the hospitable roof 


























Chemists’ and Perfumery Department of Boots Nottingham Central Branch. 


fact our newspapers do not compare in advertising patronage 
with the best English papers. ‘ 

Of Jesse Boot’s personality, as he found him, the writer 
cannot say too much in praise. The portrait attached will give 
a better idea of his appearance than any written description. 
He is of a highly nervous temperament, exceedingly rapid in 
speech, and difficult to follow except by the closest attention. 
His greeting was cordial and hearty in the extreme and he in- 
sisted on our party of four going to his beautiful home as his 
guests during our two days’ rest from automobiling in Notting- 
ham. Mr. Boot is, as might have been expected, a victim of 
overwork, and suffers from a nervous affliction of the lower 
limbs, which renders locomotion extremely slow and painful, 
even by the aid of crutches. But for this misfortune, or if he 
had as sound a pair of legs as he has brain, it would be merely a 
question of time when he would own nearly every one of the 
8,000 drug stores in England! 


of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Boot, and the farewell luncheon given us 
at their splendid summer home, “ The Plaisance.” 

The writer, not being a pharmacist (for which he is duly 
thankful), made no attempt at technical description or 
elaborate explanation. If he has succeeded in conveying even 
a faint idea of the personality of this greatest genius of 
pharmacy he is quite content, and does not begrudge the time 
taken by one not naturally, but cultivatedly, lazy in paying 
this humble tribute to Jesse Boot, ‘The Greatest Druggist in 
the World.” 


has 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST HANDY GUIDE No. 6 is a Compendium of New 
Remedies which provides in convenient and readily accessible form, com- 
plete information regarding the physical appearance, therapeutic use, form 
of container, market price and source of supply of the more recently intro- 
duced remedies of definite composition. Sent to any address postpaid for 
50 cents. Address American Druggist Publishing Company, 66 West 
Broadway, New York. 
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Japanese Iodine. 


The industry of gathering the water plants on the shores 


of the Japanese archipelago is a rapidly growing one. These 
plants contain a considerable amount of iodine, which forms 


the chief commercial product. After the extraction of the 
iodine, the residue is used as a fertilizer, as it contains 3.8 
percent. nitrogen, 10.8 percent. potassium and 0.55 percent. 


In the northern part of Japan the principal spe- 
are: containing 0.740 percent. 
iodine; Laminaria stenophila, 0.4235 percent. In the southern 
part are the Fucus serratus, with 0.7965 percent. iodine; the 
Fucus digitatus, with 1.2012 percent.; and the Laminaria sac- 
charina, with 0.4174 percent. These plants are gathered from 
the water, sun dried, and then submitted to the process for 
the extraction of the iodine. Some of the smaller manufac- 
turers utilize the masses of decaying seaweed found along the 


phosphates. 


used Fucus vesiculosus, 


cies 
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A SQUARE DEAL PRESCRIPTION BLANK.’ 
By FRANKLIN M. APPLE, PH.G., 
Philadelphia. 

Let me preface my remarks by quoting the following appro- 

priate sentiments: 
“Great souls in instinct to each other turn, 
Demand alliance, and in friendship burn.” 
“Pure friendship is something which men of an inferior in- 
tellect can never taste.” 

As medicine and pharmacy are almost invariably referred 
to and spoken of as sister professions, and pharmacy has been 
designated as the handmaiden of medicine (being the junior of 
medicine in point of years), the world naturally expects to see 
a true friendship existing between the two professions, whose 
interests are so nearly identical. A spirit of brotherly love 
should be evident at all times between such closely allied voca- 








aah Anat. 
44423444 
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phe hbdadbee? 











Interior of Boots Central 


shore (Jour. d. russ. phys.-chem. Ges., 1906, 1081; through 


Pharm. Zt., No. 17, 1907). 


Cotarnine Phthalate. 


In an article in the New York Medical Journal (March 9, 
1907) van Ramdohr reviews the literature on cotarnine phtha- 
late, which he praises very highly as a uterine hemostatic. 
Cotarnine is a derivative of narcotine, and the phthalate seems 
to be the most satisfactory of its salts, for this purpose. It is 
said to have a specific action on the vaso-motor nerves of the 
uterus, and from clinical reports seems destined to occupy an 
important place in gynecological therapeutics. It occurs as a 
yellow crystalline powder, easily soluble in water. The dose 
is three-quarters of a grain four or five times a day. It is 
easily borne by the stomach and no toxic effects have as yet 
been observed from its use. 


Branch, Lincoln, England. 


tions and professions—a far greater one than unfortunately 
seems to be in evidence in this day and generation. 

To promote and guarantee the continuance of such condi- 
tions, it is absolutely essential and necessary that the members 
of the two professions should at all times bear in mind the 
rights and privileges of the other party to the alliance, and 
treat with one another in a_ perfectly honest manner, ever 
mindful of the verity of the saying of the immortal Pope: “ An 
honest man’s the noblest work of God.” 

In no department of the modern pharmacy should this spirit 
of amity and good-fellowship be more manifest than in the pre 
scription department, which should represent only true, legiti- 
mate, professional pharmacy, the success of which is, in a large 
measure, dependent upon the confidence the medical men have 
in the manner in which it is conducted, and the regard shown 
for their rights therein. 


‘Read at the Indianapolis meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association. 
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This brings us to the consideration of the prescription, as 
what it represents, and the rights pertaining to same. 

The prescription is, unquestionably, an order, originated by 
the medical practitioner in behalf of the patient, for whom he 
has made a diagnosis at his or her request, to be conveyed by 


to 


said patient, or his or her representative, to the properly 
qualified party (the pharmacist) for compounding and dis- 


pensing, according to the best known methods of the science of 
pharmacy; and it is entirely in the province of the medical] 
adviser to dictate the conditions under which he will originate 
said prescription, and also to limit the use of same as he may 
deem wise and prudent. It goes without saying that he can 
legally exercise the right to deny the use of his mental judg- 
ment by a party or parties from whom he has not received any 
remuneration, and, as in many cases, he has never seen. 

The indiscriminate renewing of prescriptions has proven, 
and is still proving, one of the most serious sources of ill-feeling 
between the sister professions, resulting in a number of equally 
pernicious habits or customs, which must be acknowledged by 
all competent to judge to not be for the best interests of the 
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to be refilled unless so ordered.” 3. ‘“ Note: This prescription 
is written for the party named above and for this time only. 
Do not refill without my written order.” 4. “ Not to be renewed 
except upon orders in writing.” 5. “ This prescription must not 
be renewed unless countersigned by physician giving it, and 
under renewed date.” 6. “ This prescription is intended for the 
present indications only, and is not to be renewed without the 
written consent of the physician.” 

In all of these cases will be noticed the disadvantage to 
which the honest pharmacist is placed, for, if he respects the 
injunctions, the patient can demand copies, and even the 
original prescription, and have them refilled at a store whose 
proprietor is less honest. Nos. 1 and 2 can be interpreted as an 
order to the patient and not to the pharmacist. No. 3 was 
placed at the bottom of the blank so that the patient could cut 
it off if he chose and no injunction remained. No. 5 is 
one from the Skin Dept. (out patient dept.), of one of our prom- 
inent medical school hospitals. No. 6 is one of my crude 
devices to endeavor to control the question of renewing, which 
was found to be unfair and not perfect. 





two _ professions— In order to call 
and the public, the attention of the 
viz.: Tablet dis- patient and cus- 
pensing by the M. tomer to the fact 
D.’s, and counter that the _ prescrip- 
prescribing by the tion was a restrict- 
Ph,. 'G:’s. ed one I devised 


Having had sev- 
eral years’ experi- 
ence in detailing 
the medical profes- 
sion for one of the 
leading proprietary 
foods, thereby al- 
lowing me an in- 
sight into the true 
state of affairs in 
the medical prac- 
titioners’ offices, 
and for the past 
five years having 
noticed an ever-in- 
creasing tendency 
on the part of the 
medical men to re- 
quest that their 
prescriptions be not 
renewed, I com- 
menced to study the subject carefully several years ago, to 
endeavor to prove the justice of said requests, and the possi- 
bilities of pharmacists to comply with same. 

To any unbiased mind it becomes apparent that the medical 
man has the right (morally and in perfect justice to himself 
and his patient), whenever he thinks his diagnosis indicates 
the necessity for the writing of a prescription for drugs to assist 
nature to bring about normal conditions of the body, to define 
the limitations of said prescription. 

It is to be understood definitely that the patient pays the 
medical practitioner for medical or surgical skill and knowledge 
only, and not for the prescription, as the latter is merely the 
result of the former. 

The subject of renewing prescriptions is not one of recent 
origin, for it has proven a source of trouble for many years; 
and in one country, 7. e., Honduras, it has been deemed of 
sufficient importance to be controlled by legal rules. In some 
respects their laws on this subject are to be highly commended, 
whilst on others, I do not see the wisdom of same, i. e., the 
returning of the original prescription to the patient, when it 
can be of no value to him, as it is not to be renewed, unless 
so directed by the medical man writing same. 

Various forms of wording have been, and are in use to 
indicate the views of the M. D.’s concerning the nonrenewing 
of their prescriptions. I will quote you a few taken from my 
R file, viz.: 1. “ Not to be renewed.” 2. “ This prescription not 





Jesse Boot's 





the following stick- 
er, which was and 
is placed upon all 
containers for pres- 
criptions having 
any form of injune- 
tion on them: 

“Your physi- 
cian directs that 
this prescription Is 
NOT TO BE RENEWED 
without his 
sent.” 

We call your at 
tention to the first 
three words of 
same, which places 
the responsibility 
where it justly and 
honestly 
- and has a wonder 
ful restraining influence over the patients, as many are afraid 
to have it renewed, knowing their physicians deem it best 
to not do so. : 





coh- 


PRIOR 028 20 


“ Plaisance.” belongs. 


Realizing the imperfections and injustice to the honest 
pharmacists of all the aforementioned netices on the medicai 
men’s prescriptions, also that the number of medical prac- 
titioners who are requesting that their prescriptions be not 
renewed is constantly growing greater, and in order to place 
the responsibility for the limitations of the prescription where 
it honestly and legally belongs, it becomes necessary to devise 
a plan that would be perfectly equitable to the parties con- 
cerned, viz.: the medical practitioner, the pharmacist and the 
patient. 


Inasmuch as due consideration was necessary to be taken 
of the legal aspect of the case, I decided that the only way 
to safely and honestly control the question was by devising a 
modified prescription blank that was a legal contract, the 
acceptance of which by the patients was bona fide evidence of 
their knowledge of the conditions pertaining to this contract, 
to which they acquiesced in accepting it. 


The results of repeated experiments with many forms of 
such prescription blanks has led me to offer the following as 
the perfect solution of the question of ownership of the pre 
scription; also as the best way to control the renewing of the 
prescription. 
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Nore.—-The conditions under which this prescription is written will 
be found on reverse side hereof. 


R 


(Reverse. ) 





This prescription is written for the party whose name appears 
thereon, for the present indications only ; hence it is NoT TO BE 
RENEWED without my written consent, and NO COPY OF SAME IS 
TO BE GIVEN. 

The pharmacist compounding it will kindly preserve same on 
his prescription file. 

Date Dr. 











Let us carefully analyze this prescription blank and note 
certain features of it. The wording on the blank is the strongest 
I found the medical men would accept. The medical man using 
it can unquestionably control his prescriptions, and at the 
same time assume the responsibility to his patient for the 
restrictions on it, thereby putting him to an honest test if 
he wishes his prescriptions to be or not to be renewed. No 
one can control it for him, as he is the power omnipotent Over 
the prescription, occupying the same position, in law, that the 
courts have decreed the manufacturer of a patent medicine 
occupies—is perfect master of the situation. 

The physician has the same rights to place restrictions upon 
his prescription as the owner of a piece of land has when 
disposing of it. The latter can specify what can and what 
cannot be done with said property by placing said conditions on 
the deed, thereby publishing the facts to the world, and the 
purchaser is obliged to respect these restrictions. The physician 
can do likewise when diagnosing and prescribing for his patient. 
It is certainly advisable to publish the conditions under which 
the patient received the prescription from the medical prac- 
titioner, and no safer place can be found than on the prescrip- 
tion blank itself, as is the case in the one offered for your 
consideration, for it must be remembered that the medical prac- 
titioner is the only person who can place limitations on his 
prescriptions legally. No matter how much a pharmacist may 
wish to control the question for the medical man, it is an 
utter impossibility for him to do so without running many risks 
legally. 

The location of the injunction clauses was chosen with the 
idea of protecting them from any possibility of their being 
detached from the prescription, thereby defeating the wishes 
of the prescriber. You will notice that the body of the pre- 
scription is written over them, so that to remove the restrictions 
renders the prescription of no value to the patient. The pharm- 
acist has no alternative than to respect the request or order of 
the M. D. using this form of prescription blank, properly signed, 
if he wishes to retain the good-will and support of the M. D. 
writing the prescription; and he is relieved of any necessity for 
explaining the causes for the limitations placed on it by the 
prescriber. The patient should be referred to the author of 
it for any and all explanations, as the pharmacists are not 
presumed to know why the M. D. has decided to limit the use 
of his mental abilities. It might prove very unprofitable for 
the pharmacist violating the injunction, for, by so doing, he 
assumes all risks for damage done by the medicine in creating 
a habit or interfering with more proper treatment; and as he 
has trespassed upon the property rights of the medical man, 
he is likewise liable for damages, if the M. D. cares to collect 
such damages. 

Unquestionably an M. D. could get an injunction against a 
pharmacist who deliberately and repeatedly trespassed on his 
rights. 

Where does the patient come in, you will ask. 

The patient is protected from any and all possibilities of 
becoming unknowingly and unwittingly addicted to the habitual 
use of the prescription; is prevented from interfering with the 
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best treatment of his or her ills (and incidentally for those 
of their friends and neighbors oftentimes, when not qualified to 
do so, and from dosing himself or herself, when it is to their 
detriment to do so). Will not this point call your attention to 
Rule No. 25 of Henry Phipp’s Institute for the study, treat- 
ment and prevention of tuberculosis: “ Don’t take any medicine 
unless it has been prescribed by your physician. Medicine may 
do you harm as well as good.” 

Thus you will see that the rights and best interests of the 
three parties interested have been taken into consideration in 
the devising of this prescription blank, and there’ are no possi- 
bilities of ill-feeling cropping up between the M. D.’s and the 
Ph. G.’s through ignorance or the exercising of judgment on 
the part of the Ph. G.’s as to the veracity of the patient, who 
states verbally that the M. D. ordered the renewal of his or 
her prescription. As everything must be committed to writing, 
it is very easy to trace the guilty party in case of any disturb- 
ance or ill-feeling arising. The system is mutually protective 
to the parties concerned. 

It must be borne in mind that a system is not of much value 
unless it is enforced; also that it is like unto a chain—only as 
strong as the weakest link which composes it. 

The use of this system in the past would have obviated a 
number of legal battles to determine the ownership of the 
original prescription; also would have prevented the necessity 
of the Kansas City Medical Association requesting the pharma- 
cists of that city to discontinue the indiscriminate renewing of 
their prescriptions, which request was ignored with unques- 
tionable loss to the pharmacists, and to the advantage of the 
manufacturers of tablets and bottled mixtures, ready for dis- 
pensing by the M. D.’s. The manufacturers of this class of 
preparations are the worst enemies the members of our profes- 
sion have to contend with, as they strike at our very vitals, and 
do not stop at slander to influence the medical men to dispense 
and look upon their sister profession as to their natural-born 
enemies. 

To demonstrate the evil results of indiscriminate renewing 
of prescriptions—with the adoption of tablet dispensing in self- 
defence as a result—let me narrate the following incident, told 
me by an intimate friend, who was the original prescriber: A 
regular prescription was written for a legitimate emmenagogue 
pill for legitimate purposes, with favorable results. This was 
several years ago. Recently the M. D. was in the store where 
it was filled and noticed that the lady was having same 
renewed. Upon interrogating her he found that she was having 
them renewed repeatedly, paying 40 cents for them; and after 
placing the pills in plain boxes, was selling them to her friends 
for $2 per box. He had given her the means to carry on this traffic 
—with the aid of a mercenary-minded pharmacist—for which 
he had received a fee of 50 cents. He did not feel any too 
easy mentally to have unwittingly placed such an opportunity 
within her reach. He dispenses almost exclusively in his office 
now, very largely as the result of this incident. 

To demonstrate how the manufacturers of medicines for 
physicians to dispense take advantage of the customs prevail- 
ing to-day, let me quote you a portion of an article appearing in 
the June issue of the Druggists’ Circular, entitled “ Dispensing 
by Physicians,” by Dr. Wm. F. Waugh: “‘ We may say to our 
pharmaceutic friends that we have no desire to go into the dis- 
pensing of medicines, excepting in so far as they compel us to 
do so. We will not sit still and let ourselves be plundered by 
refilling, counterprescribing and unwarrantable interference 
between ourselves and our patients, and by the other well-known 
grievances which we hold against the profession of pharmacy, 
especially since for all such ills we hold in our hands the rem- 
edy, in dispensing our own drugs.” It will be noticed that re- 
filling is the first evil mentioned, so let us endeavor to eradicate 
the cause for this complaint first. , 

Among the suggestions to the delegates to the Section of 
Pharmacology of the American Medical Association from the 
Chicago branch of this body the A. Ph. A. will call your atten- 
tion to No. 6, which reads as follows: “The physician who 
writes the prescription assumes for it entire responsibility, 
and the pharmacist is responsible that the medicine is prepared 
as ordered. The physician has sole control over the prescrip- 
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tion, except that the pharmacist is charged with its custody for 
the protection of both prescriber and dispenser. If the pre- 
scriber orders that the prescription be not refilled, such instruc- 
tions must be observed.” 

To meet those views and in order to make it possible to 
carry them out fairly, honestly and in a perfectly legal way, I 
offer my Square-Deal Prescription Blank, for I feel certain that 
nothing short of it, or weaker in verbiage, will meet the ques- 
tion fully. 

Recently I had the pleasure to submit this prescription blank 
to one of the most progressive and brainy medical men in our 
city, who immediately indorsed and adopted it in his prac- 
tice. He was very solicitous that it be presented to the 
American Medical Association at its recent meeting at Boston, 
Mass., but I preferred to first present it to this body of phar- 
macists for their consideration (and I hope approval and rec- 
ommendation to the consideration of the American Medical 
Association at their next meeting at Atlantic City, N. J., next 
June). 

It is my desire to have the solution of this eternal, irritating 
question come from the pharmacists to the medical men, with 
expressions of willingness to comply with its provisions, for the 
system is unquestionably what its name implies—a square deal. 

Let us conduct ourselves and our pharmacies so that it 
can truly be said of the sister professions of medicine and 
pharmacy in the language of Addison: 

“ The friendships of the world are oft 
Confederates in vice or leagues of pleasure; 
Ours has severest virtue for its basis, 

And such friendship ends not but with life.” 





The Pharmacy of Mercurial Oil. 


Gray oil (Injectio hydrargyri hypodermica; oleum cinereum) 
being comparatively hard at ordinary temperature it is usually 
necessary to heat it on a water bath to a temperature of 30 
degrees C. before using it. One of the objections brought against 
the use of gray oil is that in this softening process a certain 
amount of the mercury separates and sinks to the bottom, so 
that unless it is thoroughly shaken every time it is used the 
last part in the flask or bottle will contain too high a percent- 
age of mercury. Queyrat (Bull. et Mem. de la Soc. Med. des 
Hop. de Paris, February 14, 1907) states that this separation 
is largely due to carelessness in exposing the oil to too high a 
temperature. He exposed some gray oil, compounded by the 
formula of Lafay, to a ‘temperature of 50 degrees for five 
minutes. It separated into three layers—an upper, slightly 
translucent layer, a grayish layer in the middle, and a silver 
white one at the bottom. On testing the amount of mercury 
contained in these layers it was found that they contained 
respectively 18, 32.5 and 65 percent.. 

Queyrat prefers an oil which is liquid at ordinary tempera- 
tures, and dismisses the danger of embolism as utterly un- 


founded. At his request Lafay, after much experimentation, 
offered the following improved formula: 

EEE RA Ae] nee CE EO OOCOTOR ITE Gm. 40 

TPO, CALCOT UIZOG) 6000 0 asccc osncaye Gm. 13.5 

MPIC ONO: 6 oie wsccces naswiace ved Gm, 46.5 


This forms a homogeneous gray oil, which begins to liquefy 
at 12 degrees C. and is fluid at 15 degrees C. Queyrat states 
that this oil is admirably tolerated and causes no pain when 
injected. 


Salts of Pyramidon. 

Astre and Aubouy (Bull. Soc. chim. de Paris, 1906; Pharm. 
Zeitung, February 9, 1907) have obtained a hydrochloride and 
hydrobromide of pyramidon. The former C,sH,,N,O.CIH oc- 
curs in little prisms which melt at 143 to 144 degrees. It is 
exceedingly hygroscopic, and when exposed to the air absorbs 
so much moisture from the atmosphere that it becomes a 
syrupy liquid. The hydrobromide of pyramidon, C,,H,;N,0.- 
BrH, is a white powder, which is very soluble in water and has 
a fusing point of 170 to 171 degrees. 


1 Oleo-naphtine is an oil of petrolatum having a constant density. 
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SELECTED FORMULAS. 
Catarrh Ointment. 
Sodium perborate has been recommended to be added to an 
ointment base for the treatment of nasal catarrh in the follow- 
ing combination: 


Sodium perborate, in fine powder...... Gm. 4 
NWWIPEGs POLPOIREUDD «5.6 60 6k weccccescecs Gm. 20 
eT) | A ra gtt. 10 


very intimately with the petrolatum, and in practice it is best 
to levigate it with a few drops of water before incorporating it. 
Arsenic and Iodine Mixture for Children. 
An improved method of administering arsenic and iodine in 
combination to children is found in the following mixture: 


PE MALMMIAUL OE rata: itlat ose oyiare ate cera salam ause Gm. 0.05 
CANON JOCLGOS oo. sicicie 6s:c/cdccs's cate Gm. 0.5 
POM NEN NOPE UCN ics sd: vio. sorb ersled ecm aie ere Gm. 100 


Dose, one teaspoonful four times daily. 
Ointment for Burns. 

The newest thing in the way of a salve for application to 
burns is the following, which has been recommended by French 
physicians: 

Geranium oil, 
Verbena oil, 
Thyme oil, 


Origanum: oil, Of Gali is ccs ss os cce cc gtt. 15 
Sodium betanaphtholate.............. Gm. 0.3 
White petrolatum, sterilized......... Gm. 100 


The ointment should be kept in wide mouthed glass stop- 
pered bottles or in collapsible tubes. 


Mouth Wash for Syphillitic Ulcers. 


Hydrarg, chloride, corrosiv........Gm. 0.1-0.2 
RONMENT ax osovee orton, ne SG he wre noe aa Gm. 2 
CORES OL WME Gasca cc cicce wen es Gm. 100 
Decoction of cinchona.............. Gm. 150 
EEOWGY OF PONGS. 2 o.s coca cccckweeceman Gm. 45 


Use two or three times a day as a mouth wash. 
Eczema Ointment. 


Jo EIB) a ee ee 
POMPE RMN AE cce a ath aaa arc ata) sk Sara sods ose aS 
Balsam Peru, 

Petrolatum, of 


MROTEMMNONNG sasha cl avartsceas.croron ww aeewed Gm. 1-15 
Expressed oil of almond............. Gm. 30 
MN OE OID pleas oh arcs Vea Shie.k 88 bs ane Gm. 25 
MERON <1 5.05 5. o.cta a u's banie vibid Sis avers. wets Gm. 12 
Distilled water, enough to make......Gm. 100 


M. ft. emulsion. 


Mouth Wash het Thrush in Infants. 


Potamsiaqm CHIOPAC: .6 66 dcseved ccc Gm. 4 
PPTUNETOG WORROE soos. 0.0, a:ti0 s,s 0 eee eord Gm. 200 
MEMMCCUNG OF INVERO «a5 os. 6.00b. cece cc oe Gm. 38 


Used as a mouth wash. 
For Newrasthenic Insomnia. 


M. ft. pulv. Disp. tal. dos. q. s. in caps. amyl. 


Sig.: One capsule at bedtime. 
For Night Sweats. 
Quinine bisulphate.. 0.2.6... sec cee gr. viiss 
PENCE, TYOOCVAINE 6 oc. ok e550 cc sce cee oe Otte 
Pay tNi Ds MMM UNI aa a4 0556 sas 56, 4 aici Winllove eleies bvi 
ERGNAS  CUNSRIMOION S605. 6, 6 50s: 4010, 6. Sindh esegveaie la 3iij 


M. et sig.: One teaspoonful thrice daily. 
Corning’s Seasickness Pills, 


Dr. J. Leonard Corning, of New York, advises the following 
pill as a preventive of seasickness: 


Morphine hydrochloride.............. Gm. 0.2 
Extract of cannabis indica........... Gm. 0.3 
Spirit of nitroglycerin............. Gm. 0.004 
PUR y CREPEIIG THEO CGO s.6 dias ose se ces cee Gm. 0.02 
RUN ea ao ule eae Wiese Sin 6 oad baeiee Gm. 1.2 
Cocaine hydrochloride............... Gm. 0.2 


Divide in 20 pills. 
Dose: One pill every four hours. 


1 From a collection in Vierteljahresschrift fiir Praktische Pharmagte. 
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Constipation Remedy for Children. 
MN tise G Skeet beth eh ease hak esos es end > 3 
Pe NR aS rinic ane esoss came basses 4 
Roasted coffee, in powder.............0.. 10 

Infuse with 
EE soo ekiw seb cacckee eee 200 
Express and filter. 
Dose: A small cupful in the morning. 
Hair Washes. 

I 
Co ee Se es 30 
TAMCUTS Of OTANES MSC]... . o..c cs cscs’ 60 
pe eT ee 30 
Cs een See ee ee 1 
Se EO Gon patssehs Sakun eee eeee 1400 
Caramel, enough to color. 

II. 
REC: OM So edocs bbe kbd b kG oeuees eee eee 37 
Vinegar of cantharides...............0.. 8.5 
a ee ee tt CE EL Ce Te 75 
CRE: oawicceck ah bs van wee eee gtt. 10 
EEE UNNEE cbs cbs ves endo een can se eee 570 
[PP Vakiakteactiwenck> pki eSecueeeae q. S. 

III 
Strong solution of ammonia, 
Ttincture of cantharides, of each......... 2 
See fee re ee ee 0.4 
Ie th aac sya keweethwees 6S eke cee wre > 4 
EEE ca sk c ci asbtes cuenee se soueare 180 

IV. 
NIN iii oe aot iie sta th Sane bi ate 3 
| RS ee SO eS eee eT 6 
IEE Sebe coated th Reeds wh keen we waae 12 
Tincture of cantharides, 
Tincture of capsicum, 
Tincture of jaborandi, of each............ 6 
SL EINES Sec bau bases sdecn weep eae gtt. 5 
PE OL haces oun cee ese shana see gtt. 10 
Distilled water....... Fa ewcacsN ens Oe 450 

7. 
RN Gdns Sele a atk pha SS on i ering ses an daa 1 
SRE coco nines ae ssees san ben sn eee use 24 
Tincture of cantharides.................. 12 
ae earner =< gtt. 14 
CG OS ee a ey eee gtt. 14 
[ot ee IR, Gs ona ee eb new sovae ne gtt. 7 
[th ee OID os cveiecc ens.eae ksh einen be gtt. 1 
Magnesium carbonate. ............ccceees 30 
OE) cick sn pvc keh bu bak oassesuaN some 30 
Ee Ser eee Tey ee q. Ss. 
Distilled water, enough to make.......... 450 


Dissolve the borax in the glycerin and the oils in the alco- 
bol: mix both solutions and add the water, filtering the whole 
through magnesium carbonate. 


VI. 
ES Se ee ene ee Taree er eee 1 
Quinine hydrochloride. ........ 00.60.08 0.4 
Det cco bcc csGbawadk hake as aews ’ 2 
St NON oh aw hae koeusee ste bawanes Z 
Seen ER ss cok ob ae obsess beeen 0.5 
se reer | 
NETS OE Ne 5h cbs bey aes wees w ee en wa ae 35 
SPITE PAIN 55 6s ain doch sobs bea se 35 


For use this hair wash is used in proportion of one part of 
the liquid to two parts of water. 


VII. 
[IND conn t orcs wee boe 6 Oren aehiewhae & 50 
il OE ORD SIIIOER onc shied En Sscexcwse 5 
ee ee ere 
Re EENSO hector nt e'.b ce knew sees 1 
SPINEL xe bones ssstddn eb echs heh 65m 0.5 
EE bck cith aks cheb be kb awh www elena ne 60 
co Pe ee oe ee ere See 900 
EEE: aren easa si eiwakwksct cue bea ween 600 
Camphor Ice. 

White wax, 

Spermaceti, 

CSR ANE, FORO oon 5 noo ais os Kies eee vila gO 
mavrewsend ol OF AlmOnG. . oi... 6 sce scep 250 
Lard 125 
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Camphor Toilet Water. 


ca ee ee ee eee . ae 
APRN 595.5 Sih sya sin 4 aS SSO ES so em oo OO 
RDA RIC WEOL sos :s0's so 05 0% Seo eee rae. 
Oo |) lo , ier 15 
CORN OR TE EMR dhs sik bw deb oi KOS a a WwER'S 25 
(Ca eo ae ee rer any ree 50 
ee ROA er oe) 10. 
We ee es are aes 60 
IRNEP TO WET WAU! so 50500 Ssecesscassae 120 
RE Gs ctiteg ods bs 4a A Seuh ak ousaeuwie 3200 


Estimating the Alcoholic Strength of Promiscuous 
Preparations. 


Prof. J. M. Good, of St. Louis, answers in Meyer Brothers’ 
Druggist a question regarding the calculation of percentages of 
alcohol. The question and answer follow: 

Q.—A gallon mixture contains twenty-four fluid ounces of 
tincture guaiac, sixty-four fluid ounces of elixir of lactated 
pepsin, and eight fluid ounces of wine of colchicum root—what 
percent. of alcohol has the mixture to the fluid ounce? These 
are all the ingredients containing alcohol, but in the finished 
product there is some syrup added to make a gallon of the 
mixture. I counted on the largest percent. of alcohol in each 
when I figured it for him. Count it as you think it would be 
according to the U. S. P. 

A.—Problems similar to the above are likely to keep many 
people busy during the year 1907—perhaps later. The results 
obtained by calculation can be approximations only. For- 
tunately the commission will allow a slight variation from the 
exact amounts. 

Some manufactures are stating upon their labels: “ This 
preparation is guaranteed to contain not more than — percent. 
Several minor problems require to be solved before 
the major result, the percent. of alcohol in this mixture, is 
reached. Official alcohol contains 94.9 percent. by volume 
(practically, 95 percent.) of absolute alcohol. 

How much the solution of substances in alcohol or the use 
of mixtures of alcohol and water as menstruums, in exhausting 
drugs, may affect the percent. of alcohol in the finished product 
can be determined by analysis only. Some problems in natural 
philosophy are likely to arise. One of these may be stated in 
this way: “ Will the affinity of the woody fibre of a drug for 
water be great enough to overcome the affinity of alcohol for 
water?” The question will remain unanswered for the present. 
As to the approximate alcoholic strength of the mixture; it 
contains, in the tincture of guaiac twenty-four fluid ounces of 
alcohol; the elixir of lactated pepsin contains the alcoholic 
liquids, aromatic elixir and tincture of cudbear, each containing 
about 30 percent. of alcohol; the two together constitute 62 per- 
cent. of the elixir; amgunt of alcohol in the mixture from this 
source twelve fluid aa: the wine of colchicum root is made 
with a menstruum consisting of eighty-five parts of wine (15 
percent. alcoholic strength) of which fifteen parts of 95 per- 
cent. alcohol are added; the alcoholic strength of the wine of 
colchicum may be said to be practically 30 percent; this in- 
gredient adds two and four-tenths (2.4) fluid ounces of alcohol : 
the total amount of official alcohol in the mixture would be the 
sum of the foregoing or thirty-eight and four-tenths (38.4) fluid 
ounces; this total is 30 percent. of a gallon; the mixture may 
therefore be said to contain 30 percent. of official alcohol or 
28.5 percent. of absolute alcohol. 

Commissioner Wiley says, officially, that the alcoholic con- 
tents of preparations should be so stated. The percent. applies, 
of course, to the whole or any part of the mixture. It may 
be contended that in the foregoing calculations we have in- 
dulged too much in generalizations, but the answer to the criti- 
cism is, that exact results in such problems can be reached only 
when exact data are given upon which to base the calculations. 
The difficulty of estimating the alcoholic strength of promis- 
cuous prescriptions is, by this example, quite apparent. Those 
who have in hand the shaping of State legislation will do well 
to see that nothing in the section on labels “ shall apply to the 
dispensing of prescriptions writter by regularly licensed prac- 
ticing physicians.” 


alcohol.” 
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Notes, 


Queries, 


Answers 





The Solubility of Quinine Salts in Water.—E. J. W.— 
Authorities differ greatly regarding the solubility in water of 
the salts of quinine named by you. Quinine dihydrochloride is 
stated in the British Pharmacopeia to be soluble in less than its 
own weight of water; the salt is not official in the United 
States Pharmacopeia; in the Extra Pharmacopeia of Martin- 
dale and Westcott it is stated to be soluble 1 in 1 of water. 
Quinine hydrochloride is soluble in 18 parts of water, accord- 
ing to the United States Pharmacopeeia; 1 in 35, British Phar- 
macopeia; 1 in 33, Hager’s “ Handbuch der pharmaceutischen 
Praxis,” and 1 in 40 according to Martindale and Westcott. 
Quinine bisulphate dissolves in 8.5 parts of water, says the 
U. S. Pharmacopeia, and 1 in 11 according to Hager, who 
agrees in this with Martindale and Westcott. Quinine sulphate 
is soluble in 720 parts of water according to the United States 
Pharmacopeia and in 800 parts of water according to most 
other authorities. 


Who Uses This Seal?—E. M. A. writes: “I inclose the 
top of a cork which bears an insignia and the letters M. R. on 
either side in wax. The cork is for a bottle containing a prepa- 
ration which I am very desirous of obtaining, but cannot get 
until I find out who makes it. On account of your relation to 
the trade I am in hopes you can give me the name of the firm 
who use this cork and then I can communicate with them. 

The seal on top of the cork is of light-blue wax, of the tint 
spoken of as peacock blue. The design of the seal shows a 
shield surmounted by a crown. The shield is of the usual 
heraldic shape and, as our querist notes, is supported on either 
side by the letters M and R. The cork is a small one and the 
seal, which is of square pattern, measures less than 1% inch in 
width and height. The armorial design cannot be easily made 
out, owing to the smallness of the seal. It, however, has some 
resemblance to the British coat of arms, and the preparation 
may be of English or Canadian origin. If any of our readers 
are familiar with the seal, we trust they will be good enough 
to communicate with us. 


The Removal of Ink Stains from Linen.—H. K. writes: 
“ Kindly publish a method to be employed in removing indelible 
ink stains from linen.” 

It all depends on the composition of the indelible ink. For 
the ordinary silver ink, the stains after being washed should be 
painted with tincture of iodine and the iodine allowed to re- 
main in contact with the stain for 12 hours. A solution of 
potassium cyanide or sodium hypophosphite should then be 
freely applied until the spots disappear. Unless the ink is very 
complicated in its composition a strong solution of corrosive 
sublimate will be found very effective. One part each of cor- 
rosive sublimate and ammonium chloride dissolved in eight 
parts of distilled water should be tried, the mixture being ap- 
plied to the spots with a cloth and well rubbed in. 


The Labeling of ‘‘ Non-Secret” Articles Under the Food 
and Drugs Act.—A. D. asks if it is necessary for the manu- 
facturers of special preparations put up for retailers under 
the retailer’s name to bear a statement giving the name of 
the original manufacturer. 

The regulations framed by the Food and Drugs Commission 
indicate that where a preparation is manufactured for the 
retailer by a large pharmaceutical house the label should bear 
a statement to the effect that the goods are “prepared for” 
the retailer. Some manufacturers already print such a state- 
ment on the labels of preparations put up by them. Other 
manufacturers do not do this, but a guaranty is given on in- 
voices. As it is obviously the intent of the act to hold the 
original manufacturers responsible, there would be safety for 
the retailer in having the name of the original manufacturer 
appear on the label. 


Massage Cream with Casein Basis.—C. P. P. C.—A for- 
mula for this was published in the AmMeRIcAN DrucaistT for 
October 29, 1906, but as you are a new subscriber we repeat it 
for your benefit : 


SMT) Reerde ra 1 gal. 
ERVGVOGHIONIO GGIG:. «6.56 sce o6dieee 1 fl. oz. 
ENERGIE Nis soo era eavalvina nic awa wereadiewis 1 oz. 
Oil of bitter almond... ...........<..«.20 gut 
Ol Of TOBE SOTANIUM «6.6.6. 66s osc ves. c08'e' 30 gtt. 
Oll of sweet almond. ..... <<... se0cces 1%, fl. oz. 


Solution of carmine, N. F....sufficient to tint. 

Add to the milk 1 gallon of hot water—hot enough to raise 
the temperature to about 80 degrees F. Mix the hydrochloric 
acid with 1 pint of water and add this to the diluted milk 
slowly with constant stirring, sufticient to completely coagulate 
the casein, which separates in a finely divided condition. 
Allow to stand for an hour, collect the precipitate on cheese- 
cloth, and after draining return the mass to the vessel and 
add 2 gallons of water. Stir the coagulum, breaking up any 
masses that may form; pour off the water and wash again. 
It is necessary that all of the acid and whey be washed out of 
the casein. Collect on strainer and squeeze out all the water 
possible, then transfer to a mortar or other suitable vessel and 
incorporate the boric acid. Transfer to a cheesecloth bag, 
suspend this from a shelf or other suitable place and allow it 
to hang for 36 to 48 hours, squeezing the bag occasionally. 
The mass contracts and forces water from itself, and it will 
take about two days to get it all out. 

The casein will then be found quite dry and granular. 
Transfer it to a mortar, rub it as fine as possible, put in about 
1 ounce of dilute alcohol (enough to moisten), and then add 
the oil of sweet almonds and perfume. Tint the product with 
the solution of carmine. Add sufficient water to form a soft 
paste, beat all together until uniformly mixed, and then run 
through a paint mill and bottle it at once, or else put it up in 
collapsible tubes. 

Casein massage cream may be made from the ready pre- 
pared casein, as in the following formula: 


UNG ETON s 6 6 10 vin: cialn alsa a\a.sebece ee esis 1 of. 

POA Ng os Wie Geis wie ica waiekdcedeleblede y% dr. 

MOONE vite, arg clea 4419.0 odie view she 698 0508 75 Min. 

Water....sufficient to make a paste of desired 
consistency. 


The Labeling of Bay Rum and Witchhazel Under the 
Food and Drugs Act.—D. ©. writes: ‘“ The question has been 
raised by one of our customers regarding a cheap grade of 
domestic bay rum that we manufacture’ for retailers if the 
labels should not bear a serial number. A Federal inspector 
visited the store of this customer, and, after examining the 
container, said that unless the label bore a serial number the 
bay rum would have to be withdrawn from sale. I do not 
interpret the food and drugs act as applying to bay rum, 
though it may be affected by the misbranding clause. 

“Violet witchhazel has also been questioned. This is a 
toilet article, colored green and perfumed with a violet odor. 
Does the law apply to these two articles?” 

Although it was not originally the intention of the Food and 
Drugs Commission to regard bay rum as a drug, it is now so 
considered. As to the question of serial numbering, we think 
there must be some misunderstanding about this, as no one is 
required to put a serial number or guaranty on any package 
by the act itself. What the inspector probably said was that 
the manufacturers of the bay rum would have to comply with 
the requirements of the act by stating the amount of alcohol 
contained in it on the label. 

We are of the opinion that the law applies to extract of 
witchhazel, because there is a witchhazel preparation official 
in the Pharmacopeia, and although the preparation of our 
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querist is not intended for use as a medicine it would still be 
regarded as a medicine by the officials who have in charge 
the enforcement of the law. 

Non-Greasy Complexion Cream.—E. R. E. asks us for the 
formula of a non-greasy complexion cream which shall be fluffy, 
dry readily and yet not roll while rubbing in. He says he has 
experimented a good deal without satisfactory results. 

A cream has been made by one of our staff in an experi- 
mental way from the formula which follows, and the result 
was all that could be desired. It is important, of course, that 
the directions be followed implictly : 


DEER NS So Soh vas b cd eehbn seen ens esse 3ij 
ENE. oc ckbSceksssesu te Sab ea seen ese eer aij 
er ae 3ij 
EE bias hoe crac becca sae eee eie se eeee 5viij 
PIE Mika orccbsee nue eae seeeee ee 3x 


Dissolve the sodium carbonate in the water and add the 
solution to the glycerin contained in a large evaporating dish. 
To this add the stearic acid and heat the mixture until no more 
vapors of carbon dioxide be given off and a clear solution re- 
sults. The mixture should be kept at a nearly boiling tempera- 
ture on a water bath and be frequently stirred for at least 
one hour. Loss of water by evaporation should be made up to 
the measure of 10 ounces. Finally add the hamamelis water 
and transfer the whole to a hot mortar. Beat with an egg 
beater until the mixture thickens. Allow to stand 12 hours, 
stir well and bottle. 

A Method of Disinfection by Formaldehyde.—P. L.—The 
following method of disinfecting rooms is recommended: For 
each 1,000 cubic feet of air space 5 or 6 ounces of crystals of 
potassium permangante should be placed in the container. Over 
it should be poured one pint of 40 percent. solution of formal- 
dehyde. The air in the room must be moistened or disinfection 
will not be complete. The air may be moistened by wet sheets 
hung about the room before the disinfection takes place. 

Maple Syrup Flavor.—R. R. says he has been trying to get 
a formula that will produce an artificial maple syrup flavoring 
for some time without success. He is candid enough to say 
that it makes no difference whether or not the syrup produced 
from it conforms to the pure food and drugs law, so long as 
the syrup is really not unhealthful to consumers, when used 
moderately. 

We had an inquiry of a similar nature submitted to us 
several months ago, and a careful search of the literature re- 
sulted in the finding of a reference to a patented process which 
provided for the use of a decoction of hickory bark or wood 
made by percolation or by drawing the sap from the trees. 
About three tablespoonfuls of the decoction were added to each 
gallon of commercial syrup obtained from the sugar houses. 
Spruce essence also has been recommended for the fabrication 
for an artificial maple syrup flavor. 

Pill and Tablet Machinery.—C. D. H. writes: “ Please in- 
form me where I may obtain information, catalogues, etc., con- 
cerning the latest and best pill and tablet machines for small 
plants, with or without power.” 

The addresses of the principal manufacturers of pill and 
tablet machines are as follows: F. J. Stokes Machine Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Arthur Colton, Detroit; J. H. Day & Co., 
Cincinnati; H. K. Mulford Company, Philadelphia, and the 
Whitall, Tatum Company, New York. Any of these firms 
would, we are sure, be glad to send catalogues on request. An 
important publication on the manufacture of tablets has been 
recently issued from the press of J. B. Lippincott Company, 
Philadelphia. It is entitled Tablet Manufacture: Its History, 
Pharmacy and Practice, by Joseph R. Wood, M. A., Ph. G. 
(Price $2.) 

Proprietary Articles.—H. K. C.—You must not ask us to 
publish the formulas of preparations which simulate articles 
in which manufacturers have proprietary rights. It is our cus- 
tom to pay no attention to such requests. 

To Determine the Strength of a Quinine Solution.— 
Reichard (Siidd. Apoth. Zt., 1906) employs the reaction ob- 
tained with ammonium acetate. Solutions of the ammonium 
salts of acetic and trichloracetic acid will cause a precipitation 
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of the four cinchona alkaloids from solutions of 2 percent. and 
stronger, in the form of a white, cheesy crystalline mass. 
Ammonium trichloracetate will precipitate quinine sulphate 
from 0.5 percent. solution and the sulphate of cinchonidine 
and cinchonine from 0.25 percent. solution. Ammonium acetate 
will precipitate the sulphates of quinine and cinchonidine, but 
not those of quinidine and cinchonine from a 1 percent, solu- 
tion. The presence of 0.0001 Gm. of quinine may be demon- 
strated with ammonium acetate, and 0.00005 Gm. with am- 
monium trichloracetate. To differentiate between a 1 and 2 
percent. solution of quinine sulphate Reichard adds a drop of 
ammonium acetate solution to a drop of the solution under 
examination on a glass plate, and if the mixture practically 
solidifies he concludes that it is a 2 percent. solution, while 
a 1 percent. solution will merely give a heavy precipitate. 

The Latest in Hair Restorers.—Application-has been made 
In England for a patent to protect a new hair restorer, the 
chief ingredient of which is a fat or oil obtained from beneath 
the skin of a dead horse or mule at such places where the 
mane or tail hairs are abundant. The flesh from these places 
is subjected to a heat of about 93 degrees, the liquid portion 
filtered and allowed to cool. With this is mixed white wax or 
vegetable wax, perfume, and a certain proportion of tincture 
of cantharides. The finished product has a melting point of 
about 32 degrees, but for hot climates this is raised by the 
addition of more wax. 

The Polygonum dumetorum is a climbing vine which is 
found upon certain trees. Used medicinally it acts as a gen- 
tle laxative, and is said to be more certain and active than 
senna or the bark of the Rhamnus frangula. It is used in the 
form of a decoction, employing the entire plant. As far as 
may be judged by the preliminary investigation into the chem- 
istry and microchemistry the therapeutic action of Polygonum 
dumetorum is due to the presence of tannin and- certain anthra- 
glucosides.( Pharm. Zentralh., 1906, p. 848, through Scluceiz. 
Woch. fiir Chem. und Pharm.) Free emodine has not been 
found in the plant, but the brown and yellow coloring matter 
are very suggestive of the presence of this glucoside. 

Coloring Electric Light Bulbs,;—The following method of 
coloring electric light bulbs has been proposed, but we cannot 
vouch for its worth. There is always danger to be apprehended 
from the use of collodion on articles exposed to any degree 
of heat: First mix the white of one egg, previously beaten to 
a frosting, and one pint of soft water. Strain through a very 
fine sieve, and make sure that no bubbles remain on the sur- 
face of the liquid. The bulbs should be carefully cleaned and 
polished, and then dipped into the mixture and hung up on 
a string to dry. After about half an hour they should be 
dipped the second time, in insure a perfect coating. When 
perfectly dry they are ready to be colored. For this, dissolve 
10 to 30 grains, according to the density of color desired, of 
any powdered aniiine dye in four ounces of collodion. Dip the 
globes in this and hang up to dry. If not dark enough, after 
about six hours, when they are dry, dip again. 

Manganese as a Fertilizer.—The researches of Bertrand 
(Repertoire de pharmacie, 1906, p. 57) upon the oxydases and 
the chemical constitution of laccase show the physiological im- 
portance of manganese, which, in plants as in animals, must 
be considered indispensable for the functioning of the living 
cell. Experience has shown that it is necessary to supply to 
plants the elements which enter largely into the chemical com- 
position (carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, ete.), and 
under the name of fertilizer we add these elements to the soil. 
What is true of these elements is also true of those which, like 
manganese, occur in plants in very minute quantity and play 
the part of catalytic agents. Laboratory experiments have 
shown that a minute amount of manganese in the culture 
medium or soil favorably influences the development of mosses 
and certain phanerogams. Bertrand sowed to oats a field, one- 
half of which had been previously treated with manganese sul- 
phate in amount equivalent to 1.6 Gm. of the metal per square 
meter. The fertilized portion yielded 20 percent. more grain 
and a better quality than the other. These results suggest the 
propriety of investigation to ascertain whether other elements 
(boron, zine, iodine) also act as so-called “catalytic fertilizers.” 




















AMERICAN 








CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 


vertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysts and criticism, and queries 








relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
delay address communications to Department of Business Butla- 
ing, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 





The Newspaper Advertisement. 


Many druggists imagine that because they use only a small 
space in the papers it is not worth while to take much pains 
with it. Asa matter of fact, the smaller the space the greater 
the pains that must be taken to make it pay. 

Any one can put an ad. in a half or quarter page space and 
get it noticed. The size of the space renders it conspicuous if 
nothing else does. ‘The small ad. takes work and knowledge of 
all the many principles that are to be considered in ad. writ- 
ing. 

If one use but small space, the ad. must be made to stand 
out by a border, differing materially from those on its fellow 
ads. The small ad. cannot spare space to be conspicuous by 
white margin. 

The headline must be catchy enough to interest the reader 
of the paper, and it should convey an idea of the goods adver- 
tised. To make it successful, the writer should know his read- 
ing public and their needs. 

Herewith are shown four specimen small advertisements 
of a quality a good deal above the average drug store ad. : 


A Drug Store At Your Elbow 


Phone Douglass 533. 








By use of your telephone and our free delivery system 
we are almost as near to you as though we occupied the 
adjoining building. 

We are developing this portion of our business all the 
time and gaining new and permanent frieads by the 
prompt and satisfactory way we handle telephone 
orders, 

If you can’t come, ’phone, and that portion of our 
stock you need will be sent to you. If it is a preserip- 
tion, we will both send for it and deliver the medicine. 


BEATON DRUG CO. 


15th and Farnam. 













oe ° " td 
: AL L : 
: ageing Liver : 
4 Can work all sorts of harm to the human . 
e e 
@ *ystem. Stomach disorders, headaches, @ 
@ despondency, lack of energy,:constipa- @ 
e tion, ete.,are generally results ofsluggish @ 
@ liver. Dr. Carr's Liver Pills have a mild 6 
@ but stimulating effect on the liver and @ 
@® quickly restore normal action. Whe e 
4 you don't feel quite right take a dose. } 
e Price per bottle 2 5 € 
Ps 100 pills... C ° 
Seccccccccccccccccccceoececees 
e ] Drug e 
4 E. M. Kennedy Store Pd 
4 104 W. Main St. ° 
©000000008088800808089888888SE88 


In these advertisements there is economy of space, prom- 
inent display and distinctive border. There is a good descrip- 
tion of the goods advertised and prices are given. Without 


DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 175 


CAREFULNESS 


Is the watchword in our prescription department. You 
can have the best quality of drugs in your prescriptions 
—but if carefulnees has not been used in filling the 
prescription you might as well not have it filled. We 


want you to let us fill your next prescription. We 
will call for it and deliver it to any part of the city 
without extra cost. 


THE BELL DRUG CO. 


1216 FARNAM ST. 











CORNLESS FEET. 


If you are not anxious to keep your corns we would 
advise you to use Dr. Carr’s Corn Cure. It is impossible 
to use this preparation without losing all your corns. 
Easily applied, no soreness or harm, and guaranteed to 
remove any kind of corn or money refunded 

Price 15 cents. 


5 
E. M. Kennedy’s 
104 W. Main St. 
©00000008080800080808808808088800888 


Drug 
Store 


prices the best ad. falls down. An ad. with prices and nothing 
else to commend it will bring business. 

The ads. of Miss Wanous, the Minneapolis druggist, occupy 
a rather larger space than the specimens noted, but they are 
well priced and well written, though the heading is occa- 
sionally mixed, as in the sample herewith given, which loses 
much of its attractiveness by reason of poor typography : 


WANOUS SPECIALS 
Imitated but never equalled, 
ORANGE FLOWER 


SKIN FOOD 


Regularly 50e a jar 


25c 


It has great medicinal virtues. Used every day or 
night, it does its work thoroughly and _ effectively. 
Soothes irritation and feeds the wasted tissues, thus 
restoring the bloom of youth—it is delicate in its action, 
as it is absolutely pure. It is a beautifier—a cleanser, 
and a healer—it brightens and whitens the skin. Noth- 
ing is more cleansing than an application of this Skin 
Food rubbed into the skin and then removed with a dry 
cloth. As a massage cregm to remove wrinkles it is 
unequalled. For after shaving it is delightful—for 
burns it gives almost instant relief and a quick cure, 
Sold only in large two-ounce opal jars at 50e regularly. 
WANOUS’ TRUE VAUCAIRE REMEDY, regularly 
$1.50 per bottle, Introductory sale price 
Saturday only 85¢€ 
WANOUS’ VAUCAIRE TABLETS—equally successful 
—one box, 10 days’ treatment—6 boxes 
$2.50, or, per box..... 50C 

Fresh 


AT OUR FOUNTAIN 
15¢ 





On Saturday 
It Sells, 
Special, at... 


First time this year, 
Don’t miss this, 
special on Saturday praia 


Strawberry Sundae. 


MISS WANOUS 
Prescription Druggist, 
720 Nicollet Avenue 





The heading that catches the eye and holds it is the single 
line, or perhaps, if necessary, two-line display in upper and 
lower case black type, with enough white space to set it off. 
It must be something that the eye grasps at once entire, a 
sentiment that is seen and comprehended without the necessity 
for really stopping to read it. 

So much the eye can take in at a glance. One may place 
three or four or maybe five apples in a row and the man who 
glances at them sees how many there are without having to 
count them. We do not have to count two apples. Probably 
not three. Some people would have to count four and more 
people would have to count five. It is just so with the heading 
of an ad. A heading that most people can sense at a glance 
is the best heading. 
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Much Interest Manifested—Good Attendance at the Preliminary 
Meeting—Officers Elected. 


The fact that the American Pharmaceutical Association is 
to meet in New York City this year has awakened a livelier 
interest in the association work among the members residing 
in and near New York, and has led to a formal organization 
of a New York branch, the seventh to be formed under the 
plan first put into operation about a year ago. Organization 
was effected at a meeting held at the New York College of 
Pharmacy on Friday evening, March 15, in pursuance of a 
eall signed by Thos. P. Cock, Gustavus Ramsperger, J. Diner, 
William C. Anderson, Ewen McIntyre, William Jay Schieffelin,, 
Oscar C. Kleine, and Caswell A. Mayo. 

Thos. P. Cook, local secretary for the coming meeting, was 
elected temporary chairman and called the meeting to order 
and briefly stated its objects. E. J. Kennedy was elected tem- 
porary secretary. 

A motion to proceed to the organization of a loca! section was 
proposed by J. Diner, and after discussion by Messrs. Mc- 
Intyre, Lohmann, Alpers, and Roehrig, was adopted. 

A proposal to appoint a nominating committee with instruc- 
tions to nominate officers and report at a subsequent meeting 
brought out a vigorous debate between Messrs. Diner, Mac- 
dowell, Lohmann, Gallagher, and Flowers, as to the desirabil- 
ity of having the report of the committee made at the next 
meeting or at the current meeting. The latter idea prevailed 
and the chairman named the following as composing the Noin- 
inating Committee: G. H. Hitchcock, John C. Gallagher, Ewen 
McIntyre, Albert M. Roehrig, Clarence G. Stone. 

The model constitution and by-laws for branches of the 
association as approved by the national body was presented 
and discussed, and after various amendments adopted in the 


following form: 
CONSTITUTION. 

Arricite I. NamMe.—This organization shall be known as the New 

York Branch of the American Pharmaceutical Association ; abbrev.ated 
ee. 7 be; A. Pa. A.” 
Purposres.—To further the objects and aims of the 
parent body; to work with it, for the general advancement of 
pharmacy and pharmacists; to win for the individual members all 
the advantages that may be secured by closer affiliation with it and 
its members, and to encourage natural, proper and helpful relations 
between medicines and pharmacy are some of the purposes for which 
this branch is formed. 

ARTICLE III. MEMBERS.—The 
consist of: 

Section 1. Honorary Physicians and other Scientists interested 
in the practice of Pharmacy; and pharmacists of distinction, not 
residents within the territory of New York, New Jersey and Connecti- 
cut covered by this branch, may be elected to honorary membership. 

Section 2. Active members of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association residing in the States of New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut, who signify their willingness to adhere to the Constitu- 
tion of the parent body and subscribe to the principles announced in 
the preamble and to the Constitution and By-laws adopted to this 
branch may be elected active members. 

SecTION 3. Associate.—All members of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association residing in the States of New York, New Jersey 
and Connecticut, who are not active members, shall be considered 
associate members, and shall be entitled to all the privileges of 
active members, excepting the right to vote and hold office. 

ArTicLE IV. AMENDMENTS.—This Constitution may be altered or 
umended by the affirmative vote of a majority of the active members 
of this branch, provided propositions to alter or amend have been 
submitted in writing at the immediately preceding meeting. 

ARTICLE I. Orricers.—The officers of this branch shall be a 
president, a vice president, who shall also be chairman of the 
Executive Committee; four chairmen of the other standing commit- 
tees, a secretary and a treasurer, all of whom shall be elected and 
installed at the regular January meeting. 

ARTICLE II. CoMMitrrees.—The standing committees of this 
branch shall be: 

SECTION 1. ON MEMBERSHIP.—To consist of the chairman, who 
shall appoint four associates from the active membership. 

Secrion 2. ON PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS.—To consist of a chair 
man, who shall appoint four associates from the active and honorary 
membership. 

SECTION 3.—ON SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF PHARMACY.—To consist 
of a chairman, who shall appoint two associates from the active 


ARTICLE II. 


membership of this branch shall 


membership. 

SECTION 4. ON EDUCATION AND LEGISLATION.—To consist of a 
chairman, who shall appoint four associates, two from the active 
and two from the honorary membership. 


Section 5. Execurive.—To consist of the vice president as 
cbairman. the several chairmen of the other standing committees 
and ex officio. the secretary and treasurer. 

ARTICLE III. MEETINGS.—This branch shall meet on the second 
Monday evening of each month, from October until May inclusive. 
Speciait meetings may be called by the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE IV. QvuokuM.—Five active members shall constitute a 
quorum. 
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THOS. P. COOK, 
Local Secretary of the American Pharmaceutical Association, who pre- 
sided at the preliminary meeting held for the purpose of organizing 

a New York Branch of the Association. ° 


ARTICLE V. Durs.—Each active member shall pay $1 annually 
as dues to the secretary who shall turn the same over to the treasurer, 
taking a receipt therefor. 

_ ARTICLE VI. TREASURER’S DutTies.—The treasurer shall receive 
from the secretary all moneys paid to him, receipting for the same, 
and the funds shall be deposited in the name of the association and 
all disbursements shall be made on proper vouchers. 

; ARTICLE VII. ORDER OF BUSINESS,—(1) Reading of Minutes. 
(2) Reports of Officers. (3) Reports of Committees. (4) Unfinished 
Business. (5) New Business. (6) Election and Installation of Off- 
cers. (7) Papers and Discussions. (8) Adjournment. 

ARTICLE VIII. AMENDMENTS.—These By-laws may be amended at 
any meeting by an affirmative vote of a majority of the active 
members present, provided notice of the proposed change has been 
given at a previous meeting. : 

The Nominating Committee having retired for considera- 
tion reported placing the following in nomination for officers 
of the branch: For president, William C. Alpers; for vice-presi- 
dent, William Jay Schieffelin; for secretary, Caswell A. Mayo; 
for treasurer, Joseph Weinstein; for chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Membership, George C. Dickman; on Professional Rela- 
tions, Wm. C. Anderson; on Science and Practice of Pharmacy, 
H. J. Lohmann; on Education and Legislation, Thos. F. Main. 


The nominees were elected without a division. 


Lehn & Fink Robbed by Three Boys. 


Three clerks employed in the patent medicine department 
of Lehn & Fink, of 120 William street, have been arrested on 
the charge of having stolen goods valued approximately at 
$200 to $300, and are now held in default of $300 bail, each, to 
await a hearing in the Tombs Police Court. Coincident with 
the arrest of the three clerks, four retail druggists in Harlem 
were also arrested charged with receiving the stolen goods. 
These druggists have been held in $1,000 bail, each, and Lehn 
& Fink are determined to assist the District Attorney in the 
prosecution of these alleged “ fences.” 

The firm notified the District Attorney’s office of the sus- 
picion, and Detectives Flood, Hunter and Russo were assigned 
to follow the suspected boys as they left the store last Wednes- 
day evening. The detectives assert that the boys went to 
four drug stores in Harlem, those of Benjamin Robbins, of 65 
East 110th street ; Davis Ushkow, of 15 East 116th street; Louis 
Goldstein, of 1705 Madison avenue, and Louis Berdy, of 1596 
Madison avenue. In three of these stores, the detectives assert, 
they saw the boys talking earnestly with the proprietors bar- 
gaining over a sale. When the boys entered the Goldstein 
store the detectives arrested them on the charge of larceny. 
The detectives later arrested the four druggists on a charge of 
receiving stolen goods. 

The boys and druggists were arraigned before Magistrate 
Barlow in the Tombs Police Court last Thursday, and were 
held to await a further hearing. 
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LUPTON BILL AN OBNOXIOUS MEASURE, HOSTILE TO 
LICENSED PHARMACISTS. 


McCarren Measure Not Likely to Be Reported Favorably—Food and 
Drugs Bills Will Probably Be Withheld for a Year—Other 
Measures Now Pending Before the New York State Legislature 
Analyzed and Present Status Given. 





A survey of the legislative situation in this State, and 
especially of the measures affecting drug interests now pending 
in the State Assembly and Senate, brings to light two bills 
equally inimical to retail pharmacists and druggists through- 
out the Empire State. As it is understood that one of these 
measures is likely to be killed by the Senate Committee on 
Public Health, the interest of the retail drug trade is now 
centered upon the other hostile bill, known as the Lupton bill 
(Assembly No. 1,509), which has already been reported favora- 
bly by the Committee on Public Health of the Assembly and will 
probably be passed by the lower house to-night or to-morrow 
morning, unless the pharmacists and druggists of this State 
take immediate action and block its passage by making a 
strong appeal to their respective Assemblymen. 

As there is not enough time to send a letter of protest 
every pharmacist and druggist should telegraph the Assembly- 
man of his district to kill this obnoxious and dangerous 
measure. 

Briefly, the Lupton bill provides that merchants who are 
not pharmacists or druggists may sell, in addition to the former 
list of ordinary household remedies and medicines, magnesia, ex- 
tract of witchhazel, quinine pills, cathartic pills, seidlitz powders, 
senna, herbs in packages, composition powders, alum and gum 
arabic, and, when in original packages bearing the label of a 
licensed pharmacist, such merchants may sell spirits of cam- 
phor, spirits of nitre and tincture of arnica. In a nut-shell, any 
unskilled merchant, like the proprietor of a general, grocery. or 
hardware store, in any part of the State, including cities, may 
sell the above-mentioned drugs and remedies if the bill passes, 
thus discounting the skill and knowledge of the licensed phar- 
macist and druggist, who will lose the business which will go 
to such unskilled dealers. The measure might also well be 
considered # menace to the public welfare. 


The Lupton Bill Hearing. 


At the hearing before the Assembly committee in Albany 
on Tuesday, March 12, a committee of four, representing the 
legislative committees of the leading druggists’ associations in 
this city, opposed the bill vigorously. This committee consisted 
of Dr. William Muir, chhirman of the Legislative Conimittee 
of the New York State Board of Pharmacy and a member of 
the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society’s legislative body; 
A. Clayton Searles, chairman of the Legislative Committee of 
the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association; Joseph Weinstein, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee of the New York Retail 
Druggists’ Association, and George Kleinau, chairman of the 
Legislative Committee of the German Apothecaries’ Society. 
The only representatives who appeared before the committee 
to favor the passage of the measure were manufacturers of 
drugs and special preparations and members of the Retail 
Grocers’ Association. There was no representation of citizens 
who believed that the bill was desirable. Despite the opposi- 
tion of the druggists’ representatives, however, the bill was 
reported favorably, and will be presented to the Assembly to- 
hight or to-morrow morning. : 


McCarren Bill Probably Dead. 


In relation to the obnoxious McCarren bill (Senate No, 216) 
the praiseworthy efforts of Dr. William Muir and Fred. S. 
Rogers, president of the New York State Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, in opposing the measure at a hearing before the 
Senate Committee on Public Health on Thursday, March 7, 
have probably caused its defeat. The bill has not been reported 
by the Senate committee, and Dr. Muir has received trust- 
worthy information to the effect that it will never be reported 
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favorably. Although representatives of two large department 
stores, one in Brooklyn and the other in Manhattan, appeared 
before the committee to favor the bill, the arguments advanced 
by Dr. Muir and Mr. Rogers convinced the Senate committee 
that the bill provided for unnecessary and undesirable legis- 
lation, which would be detrimental to the public welfare. The 
bill has alteady been amended, but the most vital point of the 
objection to the measure remains. 


Cocaine Legislation. 


The Smith bill (Assembly No. 127) and the Frawley bill 
(Senate No. 149) are drafted as amendments to the penal code 
and are identical in their provisions. Both make it a felony 
for a pharmacist or druggist to sell at retail or give away any 
opium or any of its preparations, alkaloids or its derivatives, 
chloral or any of its derivatives, cocaine or any of its salts, 
eucaine or any of its salts, acetanilid or any preparation, com- 
pound or mixture containing any of the foregoing mentioned 
or described substances except upon the prescription of a regu- 
larly authorized physician, dentist or veterinarian. The Fraw- 
ley measure is now before the Senate Committee on the Penal 
Code. If it is reported favorably, it is understood that it will 
first be amended so as to eliminate all prohibited drugs except 
cocaine. If the bill is amended in this manner, it will probably 
receive the support of the State Board of Pharmacy. 

The Saxe bill (Senate No. 195) is drafted as an amendment 
to the State pharmacy law providing for the imposition of 
cumulative penalties for numerous violations of the law, such 
as adulteration, or the sale of drugs and poisons by unlicensed 
merchants. The bill was endorsed by the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association at its latest meeting and is now 
before the Senate Committee on Public Health. 

The Whitney bill (Assembly No. 555) provides an amend- 
ment to the public health laws, by prohibiting the sale of co 
caine by retail pharmacists except upon a prescription, and by 
restricting its sale by wholesale druggists. This measure was 
introduced and is being favored by the State Board of Phar 
macy. 

The Whitney bill (Assembly No. 348) is identical in its pro 
visions with Whitney bill No. 555 except that it is drafted as 
an amendment to the penal code so as to make the penal code 
conform to the health laws. 


An Antisubstitution Measure. 


The Page bill (Senate No. 859) has been reported favorably 
by the Senate Committee on the Penal Code. This bill provides 
that any person, meaning in this instance a licensed pharmacist 
or druggist, who, in putting up, any drug or food preparation 
used in medical practice, omits to label same or substitutes or 
dispenses a different article for or in lieu of any article pre- 
scribed or who puts up a greater or less quantity of any in- 
gredient specified in such prescription, order or requirement or 
demand than that prescribed, or who otherwise deviates from 
the terms of the prescription by substituting one drug for an- 
other, is guilty of a misdemeanor. The punishments to be im- 
posed vary according to the number of convictions. Upon a 
first conviction the penalty is that ordinarily imposed for a 
misdemeanor, but upon a second conviction the offender “ must 
be sentenced to prison for a term of not less than ten days nor 
more than one year and to the payment of a fine of not less 
than $10 nor more than $500.” Upon a third conviction, “ in 
addition to rendering the offender liable to the penalty pre- 
scribed, the offender shall have his license revoked, and be dis- 
qualified from engaging in any such business as_ proprietor. 
agent, employee or otherwise, or in compounding, preparing or 
dispensing medical preparations of any description. 

The Gluck bill (Assembly No. 406) is identical in its pro- 
Visions with the Page bill. 

The Hastings bill (Assembly No. 465) provides that any 
person holding a license granted previous to January 1, 1901, 
may be granted a license to practice as a licensed pharmacist 
anywhere within the State. This bill has been passed by 
both Senate and Assembly and is now awaiting Governor 
Hughes’ approval. 
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Pure Food Measures. 

The Burns bill (Assembly No. 383) is before the Assembly 
Committee on Public Health. It seeks to prevent adulteration 
and misbranding of food and drugs. The objectionable feature 
of this measure, however, is to be found in the penalty clause, 
which provides that the person giving the information of a 
violation shall receive half of the $500 fine which shall be im- 
posed upon the offender in the event of a conviction. 

The Thompson bill (Senate No. 396) seeks to prohibit prac- 
ticing physicians from prescribing patent medicines by Latin 
names. 

Another Thompson bill (Senate No. 397) provides an amend- 
ment to the public health law relative to the manufacture and 
sale of patent and proprietary medicines. ¢ 

The Cuvillier bill (Assembly No. 130) seeks to amend the 
Penal Code so as to make it a felony to sell any preparation of 
cocaine, opium or morphine without a physician’s prescription, 
and also provides that the prescription shall not be put up more 
than once. 

The Oliver bill (Assembly No. 122) provides that dealers 
shall affix to bottles or packages containing any drug or chem- 
ical recognized ag a poison by the standard authors of the day 
a label, printed in red ink and containing the name of the 
article by which such drug or chemical is commonly known, 
together with the quantity, the cautionary emblem of the skull 
and cross-bones, the words “ caution and poison,” and in addi- 
tion thereto at least two readily obtainable antidotes to such 
poisonous articles. 

Another Cuvillier bill (Assembly No. 370) is a food and 
drugs measure similar to the Federal law. 

The Wainwright bill (Assembly No. 995) is a food and 
drugs measure similar to the Federal law, but differs from 
that enactment by requiring that all U. S. P. and N. F. prepara- 
tions shall be of standard strength. Ihe same member has 
introduced an antinarcotic measure (Assembly No. 980) for the 
New York State Committee for safeguarding the sale of nar- 
cotics, of which Dr. Schieffelia is a member. This bill was 
printed in full in our last issue. A hearing is set for March 26. 

The Reece bill (Assembly No. 1,269) is also a pure food 
and drugs measure similar to the Federal law. 

The Tully bill (Senate No. 598) is identical with the Wain- 
wright bill (Assembly No. 995). 

The Merritt bill (Assembly No. 1,352) is a pure food and 
drugs measure, which places the responsibility of enforcement 
with the State Ivepartment of Agriculture. 


Walter K. Freeman Sentenced to Three Years in 
Prison. 

Convicted of grand larceny in the first degree for having 
obtained a large sum of money from Parke, Davis & Co., under 
false pretences, Walter K. Freeman, the alleged analytic chem- 
ist who asserted that he could produce camphor cheaply by 
synthesis, was sentenced to three years in State’s prison on 
Friday, March 15, by Justice Otto A. Rosalsky, in General 
Sessions. Immediately after Freeman’s sentence had been im- 
posed, however, Charles E. Le Barbier, attorney for the pris- 
oner, made a motion for a new trial. 

Though the maximum penalty for grand larceny in the first 
degree is ten years in State’s prison, Justice Rosalsky believed 
that Freeman would be punished sufficiently by an imprisonment 
of three years. When the prisoner was taken into court to be 
sentenced, Mr. Le Barbier tried to introduce what he described 
as new evidence, and thereby have Freeman’s case re-opened. 
Justice Rosalsky, however, refused to hear the alleged new 
evidence and imposed sentence. 

The justice commented upon the fact that Freeman had 
been defended most ably by Mr. Le Barbier, and then repri-, 
manded the prisoner for attempting to besmirch the character 
of Herbert Turrell, head of the special preparations depart- 
ment of Parke, Davis & Co. Justice Rosalsky also compli- 
mented the jury on its appeal for clemency in the case of the 
prisoner and admitted that he had been influenced in imposing 
the penalty by the jury’s plea. 
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PROTESTS AGAINST VICIOUS BILLS. 


Kings County Pharmaceutical Society Takes Action on Several! 
Measures Before the State Legislature. 


The March meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society, which took place on the 12th instant, was devoted 
principally to discussions of the various measures bearing on 
pharmacy which are now before the State Legislature. The 
chair was occupied by President Adrian Paradis and the pro- 
ceedings were recorded by Andrew E. Hegeman, secretary. 
After routine business, consisting of the reading of the minutes 
of the preceding meeting and the reception of applications for 
membership, an election of members was held and. Adrian Par- 
adis, jr., son of the president of the society, and J. F. Tiede- 
mann, were admitted.’ Treasurer Oscar C. Kleine reported a 
balance of $311.93 in the college treasury and $2,245.90 in that 
of the society. 

Dr. William C. Anderson reported for the Committee on 
Legislation, as Dr. Muir, the chairman, was in Albany looking 








ANDREW E. HEGEMAN, 
Secretary of the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society, who has a 
very attractive store in the Bath Beach section of Brooklyn. 
‘ 


after the interests of the pharmacists at hearings before com- 
mittees of the State Legislature. Dr. Anderson read the titles 
of various bills and commented on their provisions, indicating 
the good and bad features as he proceeded. He said that the 
introduction of such a large number of bills should stimulate 
the members to action. The situation was a very serious one, 
and he did not know what was to become of the retail pharma- 
cist unless all got together and stood by the organization in 
opposition to objectionable bills. 

President Paradis deplored the growing tendency to intro- 
duce more and more bills affecting the drug business in the 
State Legislature. ‘“ Either it is a very terrible business we 
are engaged in,” said he, “one that needs regulation all the 
time, or there is something wrong about the bills.” 

The associate editor of the AMERICAN Druaoist characterized 
the bill introduced by Senator McCarren in the interest of the 
department stores as one of the most vicious bills presented at 
this session of the Legislature. He said: “ This is simply an- 
other effort on the part of the department store people to drive 
the smal] pharmacist out of business by underselling him in 
his own field. When they have driven him out of business 
they are condescending enough to take him in as a clerk in 
the drug department. If we do not take measures in time the 
same fate will befall the retail pharmacist as befell the notion 
dealer, the draper and the smal] upholsterer of former days. 
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The McCarren bill is the entering wedge and it should be 
defeated.” 

The following resolution was offered by him and unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

Resolved, By the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society in 
convention assembled, that we do protest most earnestly against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 216, introduced by Mr. McCarren, 
on the ground that it would have the effect of nullifying an 
important provision of the pharmacy law regulating the sale 
of drugs and medicines, which has for its main purpose the 
protection of the public against accidental poisoning through 
mistakes in dispensing one remedy for another. 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the hon- 
orable the members of the Committee on Public Health of the 
Senate of the State of New York, who have now the bill under 
consideration. 

W. F. Morgan, of 186 Meserole avenue (the district in which 
Senator McCarren resides), was delegated to confer with Sen- 
ator McCarren and try to get him to withdraw the bill. The 
Senator has stated, it was asserted, that if sufficient opposition 
developed he would withdraw his measure. 

Treasurer Kleine made a strong plea for increased interest 
in the work of the society and urged the members to make 
efforts to induce outside druggists to become members. He 
pointed to the uniformity of prices of beer as sold over the 
counter in saloons as an example of what organization would 
effect, all saloon keepers being members of the Liquor Dealers’ 
Association. He also reported on the work of the Metropolitan 
Association of Retail Druggists. 

Chairman J. G. Wischerth, of the Committee on Trade Mat- 
ters, announced that the former house surgeon of the Bush- 
wick Hospital had been engaged to introduce U. S. P. and 
N. F. preparations to the notice of physicians. 

After the adoption of a resolution instructing the secretary 
to communicate with the Health Commissioner for the purpose 
of ascertaining when the ordinance regulating the sale of drugs 
was to become effective, and if retailers shall be obliged to state 
the amount of alcohol and opium contained in simple domestic 
remedies like paregoric, etc., the meeting adjourned. 





RIKER DRUG COMPANY ACQUIRES JAYNES STORES AND 
LABORATORIES. 


Will Hereafter Be Known as the William B. Riker & Son Company 
—Capitalization Fized at $4,000,000—Business to Be Greatly 
Increased—American Tobacco Capital in the New Corporation. 


With the expectation of expanding its business materially 
the Riker Drug Company, of this city, has purchased the large 
business formerly owned by Charles P. Jaynes & Co., of Bos- 
ton, including all of that company’s interests and assets, four 
retail drug stores, pharmaceutical laboratories and factories. 
The new name of the consolidated concern will be the William 
B. Riker & Son Company. The transfer of the Jaynes prop- 
erties will become effective on April 1, and as the present re- 
tail business of the two companies involves about $3,000,000 a 
year it has been decided to increase the capitalization of the 
William B. Riker & Son Company to $4,000,000, of which 
$1,500,000 will be in 6 percent. perferred and $2,500,000 in 
common stock. 

All the preferred stock and $640,000 of the common stock 
will be retained in the new company’s treasury. It is also 
expected to increase and broaden the business of the consoli- 
dated corporation. 

Louis K. Liggett, president of the United Drug Company 
and United Cigar Stores Company, and J. B. Cobb, president 
of the American Cigar Company and vice-president of the 
American Tobacco Company, have been added to the directo- 
rate of the company, which originally included E. D. Cahoon, 
Dr. J. H. Marshall, W. C. Bolton, J. J. Haigney and A, H. 
Cosden, who is also general manager of the Riker stores. 

The Riker Drug Company owned seven retail drug stores in 
this city before its acquisition of the Jaynes stores and prop- 
erties, besides possessing a big laboratory at 586 Washington 
street. 

The new consolidated company will probably become the 
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largest retail drug corporation, not excluding the Hegeman 
corporation, in this country. With the advent of Mr. Cobb to 
the company’s directorate, it is understood that American To- 
bacco capital will become available in opposition to the Stand- 
ard Oil capital in the Hegeman corporation. 


MANHATTAN PHARMACEUTICAL MEMBERS TO OPPOSE 
McCARREN BILL. 





Vote to Write Letters of Protest Against Its Passage to Senate Com- 
mittee on Public Health and Their Respective State Senators— 
Also Advocate Joining the State Association, and Instruct Com- 
mittee on Trade Interests to Secure Cheaper Bonds for State 
Excise Department Licenses. 


An interesting and instructive review and discussion of all 
bills relating to drug subjects now before the New York State 
Legislature, constituted the principal feature of the meeting of 
the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association, held on March 18. 
After receiving the report of the legislative committee explain- 
ing the exact status of all the drug measures which have been 
introduced into the State Assembly and Senate within the last 
ten weeks, the members voted to take immediate action in op- 
posing the McCarren bill (Senate Bill No. 216), now before the 
Senate Committee on Public Health, which, if passed, will per- 
mit unskilled clerks to do the work of registered assistants in 
retail drug stores. 

Upon the approval of the members present at the meeting 
Secretary Dauscha was instructed to advise all the members of 
the association of the harmful nature of this bill and urge 
them to lose no time in writing letters of protest to the members 
of the Senate Committee on Public Health and to the State 
Senators of their respective districts. 

As soon as Treasurer G. H. Hitchcock had reported, Presi- 
dent Jacob Diner read a communication from Frederick S. 
Rogers, president of the New York State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, urging all the members of the Manhattan Association to 
become members of the State Pharmaceutical Association. In 
response to this a resolution was drafted and seconded au- 
thorizing the Membership Committee to issue circulars advocat- 
ing the desirability of joining the New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Association and send copies to every member of the 
Manhattan association. This resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

The advisability of attempting to obtain guarantee bonds 
for State excise licenses at a lower figure than is possible at 
present was then discussed. It was pointed out that the bond- 
ing companies now demand $10 a year for their guarantee 
against violation of the State excise department’s laws, al- 
though hitherto they were willing to furnish such bonds for 
$5 a year. As the State excise department requires a fee of 
$7.50 per annum for its retail liquor dealer’s license, which is 
necessary even for the sale of alcohol and’ preparations con- 
taining a high percentage of alcohol, the expense of such a 
license has been increased from $12.50 to $17.50 per year. 
Though it is understood that the bonding companies have en- 
tered into a binding agreement to hold the price of the neces- 
sary guarantee bonds at $10 each, the members of the Man- 
hattan Association expressed their belief that they could ob- 
tain some concession for druggists in this city by making a 
strong appeal to these bonding interests. Upon the recom- 
mendation of the members, therefore, the committee on trade 
interests was instructed to make every effort to secure cheaper 
bonds from the companies. 

A. Davidson, of 1424 Lexington avenue, was elected to a 
membership. 

President Diner called attention to the fact that the annual 
election of officers will be held at the next meeting of the as- 
sociation on April 15, and also announce as another feature of 
the April gathering a lecture by Dr. Homer B. Sprague on 
Antitoxin and the Treatment of Diphtheria. It was expected 
that Dr. Sprague would address the March meeting, but as he 
was unable to be present last Monday evening, the lecture was. 
postponed until next month. 
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THE WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION ACTIVE IN PHILADELPHIA. 





Congratulations from the General President—Philadelphia Members 
Show Their Appreciation. 





Philadelphia, March 20.—The Philadelphia Association of 
Retail Druggists is playing a prominent part in drug affairs 
in this city. This association is not only making a thorough 
canvass of all druggists who are not members, but it is plan- 
ning things which will cause those who are not members to 
“sit up and take notice.” This association is more of a power 
now than ever before. Even the politicians are “taking no- 
tice,” and the retailers are listened to with more attention than 
ever. Besides this, there is more enjoyment in store for the 
members of the association than they have been accustomed to, 
and by some it is feared that some of the members will become 
addicted to pink teas and dances. 

The Women’s Organization 
of the Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists it is be- 
lieved will become a large factor in bringing out a full at- 
tendance at all the meetings and infuse new life into the order. 
The ladies intend to give the men a rare treat. On April 15 a 
grand concert by an orchestra consisting of forty pieces is to 
be given at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. This en- 
tertainment is in charge of Mrs. Charles Rehfuss and Mrs. N. 
Dunham Streeter. There will not only be instrumental music, 
but a programme of excellent vocal musie will be arranged for. 
After the men have been soothed by the beautiful strains there 
is to be a dance. 
One Hundred Women and All Agree! 

On March 12 the regular monthly meeting of this organiza- 
tion was held in the hall of the College. There were ‘about one 
hundred present and the affair was a most satisfactory one in 
every respect. There was not one objection raised to the by- 
laws and constitution presented by the committee and Har- 
mony with a big “TH” prevailed. There is considerable inter- 
est taken in these meetings. After the regular business was 
completed a social hour, which lasted for two hours, was held. 
During the regular meeting the following letter was received 
from the Women’s Organization, National Association Retail 
Druggists: 

Boston, Mass., March 9, 1907. 

Mrs. W. B. Lee, President Philadelphia Chapter, N. A. R. D. 

My Dear Mrs. Lee,—The National organization and the Boston 
ay oy W.O.N. A. R. D., extend most cordial greetings to the daugh- 
ter and sister, the “largest child"* of the Women’s Organization, the 
P hil adelphia Chapter, P. A. R. D. When word reached us here of the 
one hundred and five charter members every heart was thrilled with 
joy : we concede graciously the laurels to the banner chapter. We are 
all one in this great movement, working for the ultimate good of all, 
and nothing good or great can come to one that does not bring us 
nearer the culmination of our hopes. 

Personally I expected much of Philadelphia, which has always stood 
foremost in the ranks for legitimate pharmacy, and with such an ad- 
inirable leader as General Lee, and the indorsement of Professor 
Remington and your strong association the splendid success was as- 
sured. Visions of the impetus to the National Organization flit before 
us, and we desire to express our thanks and appreciation. Cheering 
words are coming from all along the linc. When we recall the little 
band of women that gathered in Boston only a little over a year ago, 
the *“‘ women who dared,” and look back to our first annual convention 
at Atlanta, which we opened with fear and trembling, we take new heart 
of hope and with humble, grateful hearts thank the ‘Giver of all 
Gocd.” In this altruistic effort we shall succeed. “In the bright 
lexicon of the Women's Organization there is no such word as fail.’ 
Accept our hearty congratulations and best wishes for the future pros- 
nerity of the Philadelphia Chapter. Fraternally yours, 

(Signed) | ADELAIDE M. GODDING, 
National Secretary, N. O. N. A. R. D., President Boston Chapter. 


A Testimonial to an. Lee. 

This letter created much good feeling. The testimonial 
given to the local president, Mrs. Lee, in the following commu- 
nication, took her by surprise. She said: “I have been used to 
receiving brick bats, but when the loving and fine letter was 
read I was completely taken back.” The letter is as follows: 


~ 


A TESTIMONIAL OF APPRECIATION. 

As a tribute to our generous and capable president, Mrs. Nellie 
Florence Lee, and in token of her untiring efforts to organize the Phila 
delphia Chapter of the W. O. N. A. R. D. with at least one hundred 
charter members, this letter, expressing our appreciation of the ability 
which brought the successful result, is framed. 

Our president states that it is the generosity, nobility and 
greatness of character that she found among the brethren and her 
helpers that enabled her to succeed in organizing with one hundred and 
seven charter members. ‘This we will grant, but we still know that had 
it not been for her intelligence. firmness and tenacity the Philadelphia 
Chapter would not stand first in membership in the National body, and 
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also that were she not like the arbutus, brave, hardy and pure, winning 
her way against and over obstacles by force of her very gentleness, we 
would not be the strong branch we are. 

We sincerely trust a just and lasting peace may always remain 
among us and between the two great organizations, the N. A. R. D. 
and the W. O. N. A. R. D., not only in the interests of those two asso 
ciations, but of al! mankind. 

We feel that this respectful and grateful acknowledgment is due 
the president of the Philadelphia Chapter for the signal service she has 
rendered. Mary S. STIves, Secretary. 


DENATURED ALCOHOL RULING NOT WHAT WHOLE- 
SALERS WANTED. 


Too Much Red Tape Renders the Apparent Concessions by Internal 
Revenue Department of Little Benefit—More Liberal Permission 
to Sell in Non original Packages Expected. 


In response to the application made by the committee ap- 
pointed by the Metropolitan Drug Club for permission to sell 
denatured alcohol in non-original packages containing less than 
barrel and half-barrel lots, United States Internal Revenue 
Commissioner John W. Yerkes has issued a ruling whereby 
wholesale dealers, who are also retail dealers, are authorized 
to sell denatured spirits to qualified retailers in unstamped 
packages containing less than five gallons each. As the manu- 
facturers or distillers of denatured alcohol are now offering 
to wholesalers and retailers five and ten-gallon cans of the new 
alcohol, many of the wholesale dealers are inclined to believe 
that they have secured the concession which they asked of the 
Internal Revenue Department. Others, however, maintain that 
the new ruling puts such a heavy burden upon them by requir- 
ing their signature on every non-original package and informa- 
tion relating to the original package that the effect of the ap- 
parently liberal concession is wholly counteracted and nullified 
by its red tape. 

The provisions in the ruling to which many of the whole- 
salers find objection is as follows: 

“The alcohol to be sold in non-original packages must be 
drawn from original stamped packages, to be set aside for that 
purpose; and each package or container, to which such alcoho] 
is transferred, must have affixed thereto a label duly signed 
by the dealer selling the same. Said label must show the name 
and district of the denaturer, the serial number of the original! 
package from which such alcohol was withdrawn and the 
quantity, in wine gallons, contained in such new package. 

“ Original packages set aside for this purpose should be so 
noted on the wholesale dealer’s record, form 565, as also the 
sales made from time to time from such packages.” 

In commenting upon these objectionable provisions in the 
ruling, Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, said: 

“The tequirement compelling the head of a wholesale firm 
to sign each non-original package with the name of his house 
and the district of the denaturer as well as the serial number 
and the quantity is alone enough to make the ruling of no value 
to us. It hedges us about with too many restrictions. More- 
over, we certainly do not intend to be annoyed by setting aside 
special barrels from which to make sales of broken lots and to 
keep the elaborate record required by the Internal Revenue 
Department. 

“The jobbers asked to be permitted to sell denatured alcoho! 
in their own containers. This would have made it possible for 
retailers to return the cans to be refilled, thus avoiding the 
extra expense of the cans, which, in original packages, would 
bring the price of the spirits up to too high a figure. The red 
tape with which the Internal Revenue Department seeks to 
surround us renders such a ruling of no value.” 

The ruling of the Department of Internal Revenue relative 
to the less stringent requirements on the sale of denatured 
alcohol follows: 

In view of the difficulty experienced by many retail dealers 
in procuring small quantities of denatured alcohol in origina! 
stamped packages, wholesale dealers, who are also retail deal- 
ers, are hereby authorized to sell to qualified retail dealers 
denatured alcohol in unstamped packages containing less than 
five gallons each. The alcohol to be so sold must be drawn 
from original stamped packages, to be set aside for that pur- 
pose; and each package or container to which such alcohol is 











transferred must have affixed thereto a label duly signed by 
the dealer selling the same. Said label must show the name 
and district of the denaturer, the serial number of the original 
package from which such alcohol was withdrawn, and the 
quantity, in wine gallons, contained in such new package. 

Original packages set aside for this purpose should be so 
noted on the wholesale dealer’s record, Form 565, as also the 
sales made from time to time from such packages. 

The retail dealer must also enter on his record, Form 566, all 
purchases so made, describing the alcohol (except as to serial 
number of stamp), as in the case of purchases in original 
stamped packages. 

To enable hospitals, hotels, restaurants, and the proprietors 
of such other places where distilled spirits, wines, or malt 
liquors are kept or stored, to use denatured alcohol for fuel, 
light, or power, or for other domestic purposes, section 59 of 
regulations No. 80 is hereby amended by adding thereto the 
following: 

And provided, further, that denatured alcohol intended solely 
for fuel, light, or power, or for other domestic purposes, may 
be stored on the same premises with other distilled spirits, 
wines, or liquors, if kept in a room separate from that where 
such other spirits, wines, or liquors are stored. Where five or 
more wine gallons of denatured alcohol are stored on such 
premises at any one time, the same must be kept in a tank or 
room securely locked. 

The committee appointed by the Metropolitan Drug Club 
to make the application for a moge liberal ruling on denatured 
spirits was appointed by Mr. Plaut last January. It consisted 
of Donald McKesson, of McKesson & Robbins; John L. Snow- 
ber, of Eimer & Amend, and Charles S. Littell, of C. S. Littell 


& Co. 


U. S. P. AND N. F. FORMULAS AND SAMPLES TO BE 
SENT TO DOCTORS. 


M. A. R. D. Standard Preparations Committee Plans to Issue 6,009 
Additional Appeals to the Physicians of Greater New York. 


As more funds are becoming available, the committee on 
standard preparations of the Metropolitan Association of Retail 
Druggists is pushing its work of spreading the U. S. P. and 
N. F. propaganda among the phystfcians of this city more ef- 
fectually. Unless the present plans of this committee meet 
with unexpected opposition it is now understood that it will 
submit to the doctors of Greater New York within the next 
few days another appeal for the general use by such physicians 
of U. S. P. and N. F. preparations. This new appeal will be 
made in the form of a letter and the formulas of nine prepara- 
tions, six of which have been taken from the National Formu- 


lary, and three from the United States Pharmacopeia, to- - 


gether with two samples of these preparations. 

The committee intends to print the formulas upon stiff 
sheets of paper or card board, which will be held together at 
the top by an eyelet, thereby enabling the physicians to hang 
the same from a hook or nail over their desks or in some other 
place ready for constant reference. The formulas which will 
be sent out by the committee within the near future will con- 
sist of the following preparations: Liq. cresolis comp.; el. 
glycerophosph.; lig. antiseptic.; el. digestiv. cmp.; plv. anti- 
septicus cmp.; plv. pancreat. cmp.; lig. auri et arsenii brom. ; 
liq. ferri peptonati cum mang., and plv. acetanilidi comp. In 
addition to these formulas, the committee plans to send sam- 
ples of plv. antisepticus comp. and plv. acetanilidi comp. 

These two samples have been selected because of the fact 
that they are comparatively cheap and do not require any 
bottling or special packing. At least 6,000 copies of the formu- 
las and 6,000 of each of the samples will be sent to the physi- 
cians in Greater New York. The committee announces that it 
has already received 2,500 replies from physicians favoring the 
prescribing of U. S. P. and N. F. preparations. 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST HANDY GUIDE No. 6 is a Compendium of New 
Remedies which provides in convenient and readily accessible form, com- 
plete information regarding the physical appearance, therapeutic uses, form 
of containers, market prices and sources of supply of the more recently in- 
troduced remedies of definite composition. Sent to any address, postpaid 
for 50 cents. Address American Druggist Publishing Company, 66 
West Broadway, New York. 
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ACROSS THE ANDES WITH A BOTANIST. 

New York College Hears Dr. Rusby’s Travelogue: Crossing the 
Andes—An Intimate View of a Wonderful Region—The College 
Election Uncontested—-Old Officers Reelected. 


The annual meeting of the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York was held on Tuesday evening, March 19, the 
principal business of the evening being the election of officers 
for the ensuing year, which proved rather a tame performance, 
there being only one ticket in the field and all the officers, save 
some of the members of the Board of Trustees, being nomi- 
nated for re-election. The nominations of the committee were 
accepted and the tellers who were appointed to count the vote, 
H. V. Crawford, H. E. Wrensch and George Dodd, had little 
difficulty in determining the results. The names of the officers 
elected are: 

President, Nicholas Murray Butler; first vice-president, 
Charles F. Chandler; second vice-president, William Jay 
Schieffelin; third vice-president, Herbert D. Robbins; for sec- 











NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER, 


l'resident of Columbia University and Re-elected President of the 
College of Pharmacy. 


retary, Thomas F. Main; for assistant secretary, Harry B. Fer- 
guson. Trustees to serve three years: Otto P. Amend, Adolph 
Henning, Dudley T. Larimore, R. S. Lehman and Reuben R. 
Smith. 

The meeting was opened rather more promptly than usual 
and the secretary, Mr. Main, announcing the absence of the 
president and various vice-presidents, proposed that the hon- 
orary president, Ewen McIntyre, be elected chairman, a_ pro- 
posal which was accepted without dissent. The reading of the 
minutes was followed by the presentation of the report of the 
committee on legislation, which was read by the secretary, as 
follows: 

rhe Committee on Legislation, appointed by the president of the 
college, begs leave to report that all the members save one, who had a 
prior engagement, attended the conference on the proposed legislation 


in this State which had been called by the president of the New York 
Pharmaceutical Association, Mr. Fred S. Rogers, of Middletown, at the 
Ten Eyck Hotel, at Albany, on Tuesday, February 5. Some twenty 
delegates were present, representing the various pharmaceutical asso 
ciations in the State, and all the bills which had so far been proposed 
in the Legislature were discussed in detail, and the legislative com- 
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mittee of the State Association was informed of the sense of the meet- 
ing as to the desirability or the undesirability of the enactment of the 
various measures. 

A resolution was also adopted reading as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the delegates here convened that 
the time has come when the druggists of the State of New York must 
take radical action to protect their interests; if they do not act now 
others will, and laws will be passed ruinous to their business and most 
detrimental to the profession of pharmacy. 

President Rogers appointed the following committee to bring this 
resolution to the attention of the pharmacists of the State and to take 
every possible means of arousing the drug trade of the State to the 
necessity of giving cordial support to the work of the State Associa- 
tion: Peter Diamond, D. O. Haynes, Thomas P. Cook, Caswell A. Mayo, 
Francis P. Hays, Thomas Stoddart and E. D. Cahoon. 

There were some nineteen delegates present, of whom at least 
twelve were either alumni or members of the college, a fact which can 
but be a source of gratification and which serves to emphasize the 
obligation under which the college rests to take an active part in all 
matters affecting pharmacists, whether scientific, legislative or commer- 
cial. Your committee therefore respectfully recommends that the presi- 
dent be requested to appoint each year a committee on _ legislation, 
whose duty it shall be to support such legislation as is believed to be 
desirable and oppose such as in the opinion of the committee is un- 


desirable. 
Crossing the Andes with Rusby. 

Dr. W. C. Alpers, chairman of the Committee on College 
Meetings, introduced the speaker of the evening, Dr. Rusby. 
Dr. Alpers said that the honors of the world were paid to con- 
querors and warriors, men who had inflicted pain and death. 
This was wrong, for honors should rather go to those men who 
had contributed to the welfare of the race by discovery and 
scientific research, and in introducing Dr. Rusby he said that 
he was one of those men who had done much for the welfare 
of the race and whose achievements should be recognized 
rather than those of men who murdered at wholesale and called 
it war. 

Dr. Rusby opened his lecture with an outline of the physical 
geography of South America, pointing out the climatic peculiar- 
ities of the different sections of the country and the cause for 
these peculiarities. He then traced in a sketchy but most in- 
teresting manner his travels from the Pacific Coast across the 
Andes: at an elevation of 16,000 feet through the great central 
table land of Brazil, over the eastern Cordilleras down to the 
Atlantic slope, where he drank from a spring which formed the 
headwaters of the Amazon. He then described graphically the 
dense foliage and rich flora of the valley of the Amazon and 
enlivening his lecture. with anecdotes of personal adventure, 
carried his hearers down to the mouth of this great stream, 
where it measures 150 miles in width. The lecture was freely 
illustrated by an excellent collection of stereopticon views, many 
of which were from photographs taken by Dr. Rusby, and was 
listened to with much interest by the members of the college and 
by a number of students who were present by special invitation. 
When the lecturer paused and referred apologetically to the 
time which he had taken up he was urged by the audience to 
go on. At the conclusion of the lecture a hearty and unani- 
mous vote of thanks was extended to the committee which had 
secured Dr. Rusby’s services and to Dr. Rusby himself for the 
pleasure and instruction afforded by the lecture. 





Rourke Brothers, Retail Druggists of Binghamton, 
Sue a Wholesale House, 





In an effort to prove conspiracy among the wholesale drug 
houses and members of the N. W. D. A. who refuse to sell to 
aggressive price cutters, Rourke Brothers, retail druggists of 
Binghamton, N. Y., propose to summons witnesses from among 
the local jobbers in their suit against the McKallor Drug Com- 
pany, of Binghamton, which will be tried in the Supreme Court 
on April 1. 

Rourke Brothers’ suit was begun several weeks ago when 
they sent a large order for proprietary medicines to several 
New York jobbers. The orders were referred by the New York 
jebbers to the McKallor Drug Company, which refused to fill 
them. On March 12, Rourke Brothers sent an order direct to 
the McKallor Company by a messenger boy. The order was 
promptly refused and the money returned by the messenger. <A 
few days later they sent an order to the McKallor Company 
through the mails and this order was also promptly returned. 

tourke Brothers have been known as aggressive cutters for 
the last six years. When they first broke away from the estab- 
lished scale and began to cut prices the Elk Drug Company, of 
Binghamton, with which Edgar C. McKallor, now president of 
the McKallor Drug Company, was then associated, refused to 
sell them any goods. Subsequently, other wholesale druggists 
in Chicago, St. Louis and this city also refused to fill their 
orders. 
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PHILADELPHIA RETAIL DRUGGISTS TO ENTERTAIN. 





Ambitious Plans of the P. A. R. D.—Druggists Dine in State— 
Good Effects of Getting Together—Drug Club Plans. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 
Philadelphia, March 20.—On April 3 the P. A. R. D. will 
give a monster entertainment at the Lulu’s Temple on Spring 
Garden street east of Broad. This promises to be one of the 


greatest affairs ever gotten up by this association. It is 
expected that fuily 1,000 people will be present. A. Huns- 


berger, of Fourth and Poplar streets, is chairman of the Enter- 
tainment Committee. He is working hard to make this affair 
a big success. On March 18 there was a meeting of the com- 
mittee, held at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, at which 
plans were gotten up for the entertainment. Negotiations are 
under way for the securing of the best talent that can be had. 
There is to be no limit to the expense. This entertainment is 
attracting considerable interest in the drug trade. The wives 
and sweethearts of the members are looking anxiously forward 
for the event, for after the entertainment there is to be dancing. 
There is to be a unique entertainment and there will be a 
number of pleasant surprises. The tickets for the show are 
being rapidly taken, and a#it is the intention to limit the 





CHARLES REHFUSS, 
President of the Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists, who is 
also active in the National Associaton. 


number to 1,000, it is believed that those who put off to the 
last minute the securing of tickets will be disappointed. 


Druggists Feast. 


On March 12 250 retail druggists laid aside their store 
clothes and got into their “ glad rags.” For the whole evening 
they gave up caring for the wants of the sick and those who 
thought they were sick, and catered to the inner man. The 
occasion was a gathering of the leading retail druggists and 
some friends at Boothby’s restaurant to celebrate the anniver- 
sary of the association. The fraternal spirit which has become 
such a striking feature in the organization was greatly in 
evidence and was the keynote of the addresses made by officers 
and others. Charles Rehfuss, president of the association, 
presided. Prof. Joseph P. Remington paid a warm tribute to 
“my boys,” for most of them have been graduated during the 
time that he has been a member of the faculty. During the 
course of his remarks he referred to the closing of drug stores 
on Sunday and said that some day a bill in the Legislature 
might help this movement, which he considered of value to the 
druggists as well as the people. Thomas H. Potts, vice-presi- 
dent of the association, referred to the development of the 
fraternal spirit among the retailers as one of the strongest 
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assets of the organization. Frank W. Fluck told of what the 
association proposed to do for its members and the trade gen- 
erally, and he predicted that the day was not far distant when 
secret preparations and dangerous nostrums would be driven 
out of business. There were also speeches by James C. Perry 
and Samuel W. Strunk. Harry C. Blair, who was chairman of 
the committee which assisted in booming the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the Woman’s Organization of the National Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists, predicted that that body would be the 
strongest rival of the men in promoting the principles of 
pharmacy. Edward T. Hahn, secretary of the recently organ- 
ized Drug Club, was also a speaker. 

The committee to whom the success of the banquet was 
largely due consisted of Ambrose Hunsberger, chairman; C. C. 
Hensel, C. H. Campbell, S. B. Davis, W. E. Supplee, O. W. 
Sellers, W. H. Ricker, G. B. Weidemann, E. G. Eshleman, J. E. 
Marsden, S. C. Henry and C. G. Neely. 

Progress in Drug Club Plans. 

A meeting of the Drug Club was held at the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy on March 21. There was a large attend- 
ance and much interest was manifested. Those who are work- 
ing for the success of this club are urging those who have 
signed as charter members to keep at work so that it will not 
be long before the limit of membership, 300, will be reached. 
There were quite a large number that joined the club last 
Thursday and it is expected that within a few weeks the 
membership list will be closed. Preparations are being made 
to secure a building in the vicinity of Fifth and Arch streets. 
Negotiations are under way but the committee that has the 
selection in hand is making a canvass of all available buildings 
with the view of selecting the one best fitted for the club. There 
is great interest being taken in this club not only by the retail 
druggists but by many members of the allied callings. 

Philadelphia News Items. 

H. P. Rhoads has sold his store at Twenty-seventh and 
Gordon streets to Mr. Lang. 

W. F. Kiefer has been compelled to move from his old store 
at Seventeenth and Diamond streets to Sixteenth street above 
Diamond. The store he formerly occupied had been sold to 
the Bell Telephone Company, which company will erect a 
branch telephone exchange office on the site. 

Now that the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy has decided 
on a new department, that of food and drug chemistry, there 
is to be no time lost in getting it in operation. Within a few 
days the committee that has the matter in charge will make 
the announcement that there will be a summer course and that 
any one desirous of taking the course can begin at once. Pend- 
ing the construction of the new building in which the lectures 
and work of this course are to be given, the rooms of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy will be utilized. It is under- 
stood that a large number of applications have been received 
and it looks as if the new course will be one of the features of 
this college. George M. Beringer is the chairman of the com- 
mittee that has the matter in hand. 


Lysol Dispensed in Prescription Instead of Laxol. 
The police of the Tenderloin station recently arrested Philip 

Reilly, a drug clerk employed by Henry Roth at 61 Seventh 

avenue, on the technical charge of being a suspicious person. 

Reilly put up a prescription for John Partello, of 222 West 
Eighteenth street, calling for laxol. The prescription had been 
written by Dr. Michele Viggiani, of 210 East Eleventh street, 
for Partello’s nine-months-old boy. 

The drug clerk put up lysol, a preparation containing about 
50 per cent. of carbolic acid, which is used for external pur- 
poses. The directions were: “ Use as directed,” and this the 
clerk put on the label, also marking it poison. The father ap- 
parently couldn’t read English, for he gave the baby a tea- 
spoonful of the lysol. The baby went into convulsions and the 
father ran down the street with it in his arms. A policeman 
hurried the father, with the child in his arms, to the New York 
Hospital, where prompt and energetic measures resulted in 


saving the life of the child. The clerk has been discharged 
from custody as blameless in the matter. 
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RETAILERS MAY LEGALLY BOYCOTT JOBBERS WHO 
SELL TO MAIL ORDER HOUSES. 


South Dakota Retail Merchants’ Association Wins Against Mail Order 
House— United States Judge Concedes Right of Agreement to 
Retailers. 


An important decision bearing upon the limitations of the 
right of dealers to co-operate with each other in protecting 
their mutual interest hus been rendered by Judge Carland in 
the United States Circuit Court at Sioux Falls, 8S. D. The de- 
cision was rendered in the suit of Montgomery Ward & Co., one 
of the pioneer mail order houses and one which has built up the 
largest business in this line in the United States, against the 
South Dakota Retail Merchants’ Association, which is charged 
with conspiracy in its efforts to prevent the jobbers from selling 
goods to mail order houses. The history of the case is fully 
set forth in the decision, which is published below : 


The defendant, E. J. Mannix, is the editor and publisher of the 
Commercial News, a monthly magazine published at the city of Sioux 
I’alls, in the interests of the retail merchants of South Dakota and the 
adiacent States, as well as the interests of the consumers of said State. 
That said Commercial News has published from time to time the official 
transactions of the South Dakota Retail Merchants’ and Hardware 
Dealers’ Association and has at all times advocated, according to its. 
views, the interests of the retail dealers as against complainant and 
other mail-order houses, and it is the intention of the editor of said 
publication te continue to so advocate said interest as long as he may 
desire to do so. Said publication, however, has never been the official 
paper or organ of the South Dakota Retail Merchants’ and Hardware 
Dealers’ Association in such sense as would make said association or its. 
members responsibie for the utterances of said publisher. The defend- 
ant, E. J. Mannix, ceased to be a member of said association January 
1, 1907. The Commercial News published the letters hereinbefore re- 
ferred to and signed by L. S. Tyler, secretary, and accompanied said 
publication with editorial comment, strongly supporting the position 
taken by said voluntary association. That by reason of the letters. 
sent out as aforesaid, and by reason of the publications contained in 
said Commercial News, some wholesalers and jobbers have declined and 
continue to decline to furnish complainant goods or merchandise manu- 
factured by them, so that said complainant is unable to obtain or pro- 
cure very many articles of merchandise which it has hitherto bought, 
sold and distributed to its customers, which has resulted in injury and 
impairment of complainant’s business and that complainant’s damage 
as claimed in the bill exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the 
sum of $2,060. It is alleged in the bill that the acts of said voluntary 
association and its oflicials, together with the publications contained 
in the Commercial News, have all been committed in pursuance of a 
conspiracy between the members of said voluntary association and said 
defendant, E. J. Mannix, to injure and boycott the business of the com- 
plainant. 

It also fairly appears from the evidence that the retail dealers 
have agreed among themselves that they will not purchase any mer- 
chandise from wholesalers and jobbers who sell to catalogue or mail- 
order houses. It does not appear, however, that said retail dealers in- 
tend to do anything in cormmection with the matters in controversy 
different than they have done already. It must be renfembered that the 
retailer dealers and complainant are competitors in business and that 
the retail dealers have committed the acts shown by the evidence, for 
the purpose of protecting their own interests so that the retail 
dealers do not stand in the position that a combination of persons. 
would who had no interest of their own to protect. It is impossible 
to reconcile all the decisions bearing upon the authority of a court 
of equity to restrain by injunction, combinations of persons having 
for their object an interference with the business of another. So 
far as the acts done by the combination are concerned, each case must 
be judged by its own facts. * 

All of these cases similar to the one at bar have arisen where 
a combination of persons have sought to interfere with the free flow 
of trade of another by acting upon the free will of his customers. It 
is believed that this is the first case where complaint has been made 
of interference with the free will of the persons from whom one 
purchases the merchandise, which he sells. But the right to do busi- 
ness, free from interference except from lawful competition includes 
the right to buy as well as to sell, although it,is quite probable that 
the damage from interference in the former case would be much less 
than in the latter. 

An examination and consideration, however, of the numerous 
eases bearing upon the question at issue has convinced the court 
that before a court will enjoin the commission of acts by a combina- 
tion of persons which interfere with the business of another, the 
court must find that the acts are unlawful. For damage arising from 
the commission of lawful acts, the law affords no remedy. The facts 
in evidence on this hearing show that the retail dealers have agreed 
among themselves that they will not purchase merchandise from 
wholesalers and jobbers who sell to catalogue or mail-order houses. 
That they have corresponded with jobbers and wholesalers stating 
that the retail dealers were opposed to said wholesalers and jobbers 
selling to catalogue or mail-order houses and have requested the 
former not to sell to the latter. Are these acts of the retail dealers 
unlawful? Do they show unfair trade competition? Is persuasion 
unlawful when considered with reference to the facts of this case, or, 
in other words, is persuasion unfair competition? Upon the answer 
to these questions depends complainant’s right to a temporary 
injunction. 

That the retail dealers have a lawful right to agree among 
themselves that they will not purchase merchandise from wholesalers 
and jobbers who sell to catalogue or mail-order houses, cannot be 
denied, and it necessarily follows that they have the right to inform 
each other as to what wholesalers and jobbers do sell to catalogue 
or mail-order houses. The question in this case is, what may they 
do in addition to influence the wholesalers and jobbers not to sell to 
catalogue houses. 

It must be conceded that complainant has the right to transact 
and carry on its business free from intimidation or coercion. That 
this is a property right, and that a combination to interfere with this 
right otherwise than in fair competition must show justification. The 
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American cases, however, when carefuily considered show that the 
great weight of authority in the United States is in favor of the propo- 
sition that it is not unfair competition, intimidation or coercion for a 
combination to interfere with this right by persuasion or any peace- 
able means. National Protective Association vs. Cummings, 170 N. 
Y. 315; Fletcher Company vs. Association of Machinists, 55 Atlantic 
Reporter, 1077: Foster vs. Retail Clerks’ Association, 78 N. Y. Supp. 
S60; Reynolds vs. Everett, 144 N. Y. 189; Pomeroy’s Equty Juris- 
prudence, Vol. 6, Section 595; Bohn Manufacturing Company vs. 
Hollis, 54 Minn. 223. 

It thus appears that the retail dealers have done nothing nor 
threatened to do anything which is actionable. Whatever the defend 
ant Mannix has done has been as publisher of the Commercial News, 
and not as a member of any combination. As such publisher he is 
entitled to invoke the constitutional guarantee contained in Section 5, 
Art. 6, of the constitution of South Dakota, which so far as pertinent 
is as follows: *“ Every person may freely speak, write and publish 
on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right.’ In 
the jurisprudence of the United States there is no remedy for the 
abuse of this right conferred by the constitution, except an action at 
law for damages or a criminal proceeding by indictment or informa- 
tion. 

It results from what has been said in behalf of the retail dealers 
that the defendant Mannix is not a member of an unlawful combina- 
tion and, so far as he is concerned as publisher, this court cannot 
assume the duty of censor and lay down rules for his guidance. He 
has the right to publish. If he abuses it the complainant has the 
same remedy as any other citizen, no less and no more. It seems 
to be conceded that this court may not enjoin the publication of libel, 
but it is insisted that it may enjoin publications which aid any combi- 
nation having for its purpose an unlawful injury to one’s business. 
There are two reasons why an injunction should not issue to restrain 
the publications of articles by the defendant Mannix, which, though 
not libelous, have a tendency to injure the business of complainant, 
and they are :—First, this court cannot determine in advance by any 
rule which it might promulgate for the guidance of defendant Mannix. 
as to what would be a mere libel and what would come within the 
prohibition of the injunction. Second, without reflecting in any way 
upon the character or influence of the Commercial News, it may be 
said that the court cannot find that any article published by it on its 
own behalf alone would unlawfully intimidate any one or compel any 
jobber or wholesaler to refuse to sell to catalogue or mail-order houses 
— their will. The motion for a temporary injunction must be 
denied. 


New Jersey Pharmacists Propose American State 
Pure Food Measure. 

Some twenty or more New Jersey pharmacists attended 
a hearing at Trenton on March 19, on the Frelinghuysen bill 
(Senate No. 168), which is a pure food and drugs bill similar 
in its general outline to the national act. 

The druggists oppose the measure as containing various 
objectionable features. One of these features is the placing 
of its enforcement in the hands of the State Board of Health. 
The druggists wish it to be placed in the hands of the Board 
of Pharmacy in so far as it relates to drugs. 

Henry Jordan, of Bridgeton, secretary of the State Board 
of Pharmacy, was the first of the pharmacists to speak, the 
other speakers being Geo. M. Beringer, of Camden, and Geo. 
H. White and J. C. Gallagher, of Jersey City. Mr. Beringer 
advocated the Pennsylvania plan of administration by means 
of a commission, but he wanted the commission to consist of 
seven persons, each being a representative of, or rather an 
expert in, some particular branch affected by the law. 

Dr. Lyman F. Kebler, chief of the Drug Laboratory of the 
Department of Agriculture, was in attendance at the hearing. 
and apparently favored the measure. The druggists will con- 
tinue to oppose the bill in its present form, and will no 
doubt ask for a hearing when it comes up in the lower house 
of the Legislature. Among the druggists present were C. P. 
Smith, Charles Holzhauer and E. A. Sayre, of Newark. 





Death of Professor Berthelot. 

Prof. Pierre Eugéne Marcelin Berthelot died in Paris on 
March 18, at the age of 80. He was professor of chemistry in 
the Paris School of Pharmacy for five years, from 1860 to 1865, 
when he was appointed professor of chemistry at the College 
de France. In 1889 he was made perpetual secretary of the 
Academy of Sciences. We reserve for a subsequent issue de- 
tails of his life work and his epoch-makmg discoveries in 
chemistry. 


One of the handsomest drug stores of the South is that of 
L. Reibling, Spartanburg, S. C. Mr. Reibling’s new store is 
located at North Church and Kennedy streets, just a block 
from the Opera House and a block from the United States 
Government Building. The store will be under the manage- 
ment of P. Reibling, who has had some eight years’ experience 
as a pharmacist in one of the leading drug stores of New York 
City. 
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Clarence 0. Bigelow’s Candidacy Endorsed by 
: GA S. 


As a result of the unexpected withdrawal of George Kleinau 
as a candidate for member of the New York State Board of 
Pharmacy, Eastern Branch, to fill the place of Clarence O. Bige- 
low, whose term of office expires this year, Mr. Bigelow him- 
self received the endorsement of the members of the German 
Apothecaries’ Society at the usual monthly meeting, held on 
Thursday evening, March 7. Sentiment was divided, however. 
as eleven of the thirty-two votes cast by the members at the 
meeting were for the endorsement of Jacob Diner, who has al- 
ready been endorsed as a candidate by the Metropolitan Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists, the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association and the Hudson River Pharmaceutical Association. 

While the nominations for the German Apothecaries’ Society 
were being made, S. V. B. Swann recalled to the members 
their promise, given three years ago, to endorse Mr. Kleinau 
for member of the board this year. Mr. Kleinau himself, how- 
ever, expressed his desire to withdraw his name as a candidate 
in favor of Mr. Bigelow, whom he nominated for the so- 
ciety’s endorsement at the June election. A. Klingman nomi- 
nated Mr. Diner and Mr. Bigelow received the organization’s 
endorsement by a vote of twenty to twelve. Some members de- 
clinéd to vote and one member inadvertently voted for Mr. 
Kleinau. 


The Philadelphia Branch of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association. 


The regular stated meeting of the Philadelphia Branch of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association will be held in the 
lower hall of the College of Physicians, northeast corner of 
Thirteenth and Locust streets, on the evening of Tuesday, Apri! 
2, at 8 o’clock. 

The discussion on Popularizing U. 8. P. and N. F. Prepara- 
tions will be contributed to by Dr. M. H. Fussell, Simplicity in 
Medication and the Evident Duty of the Pharmacist; Prof. 
i. V. S. Stanislaus, The Need for Discouraging the Use of 
Patent as Well as Proprietary Medicines; Dr. M. Clayton 
Thrush, The Value of U. S. P. and N. F. Preparations as Com- 
pared With Proprietaries ; Prof. Joseph P. Remington, The Ex- 
hibition of U. S. P. and N. F. Preparations at the Coming 
Meeting of the American Medical Association. All pharma- 
cists who are in any way interested in the need for improving 
on present day conditions in pharmacy are invited to be present. 


Object to Proposed Medicine Stamp Tax. 


Toronto, March 20.—About 60 retail druggists from Mont- 
real, Ottawa, Hamilton and Quebec waited on Mr. Temple- 
man, Minister of Inland Revenue, last week and asked that 
the revenue stamp proposition in his proprietary medicines bill 
be not adopted. .They also asked that the bill be held over 
for another year. 

Mr. Templeman did not make any definite promise, although 
it would seem that he is not over favorable to the stamp. 


U. S. P. Chemical Revisions Will Soon be 
Announced. 


Dr. Virgil Coblentz, of this city, and Dr. Samuel P. Sadtler. 
of Philadelphia, who, as members of the Committee on Revision 
of the U. S. Pharmacopeia, are considering the recommenda- 
tions of the manufacturing chemical and drug houses relative 
to modifications of the present standards and tests on organic 
and inorganic chemistry items, held a meeting with other mem- 
bers of the Revision Committee in Philadelphia, on March 14 
and 15. At the conclusion of this meeting they announced th:t 
their work of revising the chemical list was almost completed. 
It is therefore expected that an official report on their deliber- 
ations and the amendments which they approve, in response to 
the suggestions of manufacturers of chemicals last December. 
will probably be made before the end of this week. 
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Greater New York. 


J. Jungmann has been elected a member of the Metropolitan 
Association of Retail Druggists. 

J. T. Doster, of the Doster-Northington Drug Company, of 
Pirmingham, Ala., was among the recent visitors to this city. 

Hiram Merritt, of Theodore Merritt’s Sons, wholesale drug- 
gists, of Newburgh, N. Y., was in this city last week. 

C. W. Snow, of the C. W. Snow Company, wholesale drug- 
gists, of Syracuse, N. Y., visited numerous friends in the local 
manufacturing drug trade on March 13. 

Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, returned to this city on 
March 15 from a trip to Cuba, Porto Rico, the Bahamas and 
Bermuda. 

Prof. Frank G. Ryan, of Detroit, secretary of Parke, Davis 
& Co., returned late last week from a tour of Japan and the 
’hilippines and is now at the company’s local offices. 

L. S. DuBois, of L. S. DuBois Son & Co., wholesale drug- 
gists, of Paducah, Ky., called upon his friends in the local 
manufacturing drug trade last week. 

Sydney H. Carragan, assistant manager of Parke, Davis & 
Co.’s local offices and head of the traveling staff, spent the 
week of March 11 in Atlantie City, N. J.. with Mrs. Carragan. 

A. G. Rosengarten, of Philadelphia, treasurer of the Powers- 
Weightman-Rosengarten Company, visited the company’s local 
offices at 145 Front street on March 12. 

The J. A. Powders pharmacy, at One Hundred and Forty- 
second street and Amsterdam avenue, was purchased March 1 
by Ricksecker Bros. & Wiegand. Extensive improvements are 
being made in the stock and fittings. 

Charles H. Lowe, proprietor of the well-known pharmacy at 
Ninety-seventh street and Amsterdam avenue, will open his two 
branch stores at Arverne about May 1. He is now looking for 
a staff of clerks to man the establishments. 

A large photo-lithograph of the respective portraits of every 
member of Parke, Davis & Co.’s sales department has been 
made by the company and copies of. the same are being sent to 
every salesman on the staff. 

George Andrews, eastern, Pennsylvania representative, 
Henry Thornton, manager of the Boston offices and George E. 
Reed, manager of the Philadelphia offices of Parke, Davis & 
Co., visited the local offices of that company on March 14, 15 
and 16. 

Philip Matty, Massachusetts representative of Parke, Davis 
& Co., has been assigned to the territory in this city formerly 
covered by Harry Somerville. Mr. Somerville will hereafter 
take charge of the northern New York State territory and have 
his headquarters in Albany. Charles Kelly has been assigned 
to the Massachusetts field formerly covered by Mr. Matty. 

Miss Bundel, daughter of C. E. Bundel, a prominent drug- 
gist in Sharon, Pa., visited her father’s friends in the wholesale 
drug trade in this city last week. Miss Bundel herself is a 
Ph.G. and a valuable assistant to her father in his business. 
On her way to this city she stopped for a few days in Washing- 
ton, D. C., and Philadelphia. 

Magnus, Maybee & Reynard, Inc., of 257 Pear) street, are 
creating no little amusement and at the same time advertising 
one of their essential oils in novel style by mailing to their cus- 
tomers post cards in the shape of a lemon. It may seem to 
some a rather daring innovation to hand one’s customers a 
lemon, but when it’s to advertise a new crop of lemon oil it is 
pardonable, 


Hudson River Druggists Incorporated. 

The Hudson River Druggists’ Association has been incorpo- 
rated, and held its first meeting under the articles of incorpo- 
ration on Friday afternoon, March 22. This incorporation will 
give every member a vote in the coming election of the Board 
of Pharmacy, and every one of the 85 members will vote and 
work for J. Diner. 
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A New Hegeman Store. 


The Hegeman Corporation has opened a pharmacy at Broad- 
way and Bleecker street, in the premises formerly occupied by 
A. M. Boney & Co., and put John Whitehill in charge. Mr. 
Whitehill was assistant manager in the main store at 200 
sroadway, with general supervision of purchases. In the 
newly opened store there are a basement and a subcellar, which 
extend back from Broadway to Crosby street, and the labora- 
tories and manufacturing department will be installed in the 
new premises as soon as arrangements can be made for the 
transfer. The store is equipped with all modern appliances 
and is a handsome example of the best art in drug store furni- 
ture. The soda fountain is a Twentieth Century Becker, of 
most ornate design. The hollow columns of onyx are illumin- 
ated from the interior by electric lights, while two stained 
glass windows bearing views of Niagara Falls, from the Cana- 
dian and American sides, respectively, are lit up with differently 
colored electric light bulbs to show the falls at morning, noon 
and by moonlight, the bulbs being alternately lit and extin- 
guished automatically at regular intervals. On the opening 
day, Saturday, March 16, the success of the new establishment 
was assured, all previous opening day records for the Hegeman 
stores having been broken. Souvenirs were distributed to fa- 
vored lady customers in the shape of one ounce glass stoppered 
bottles of Whitlatch’s unique perfume, Breath of Spring. 


AMERICAN PERFUMERS TO BOOM AMERICAN PER- 
FUMES. 


Association of American Manufacturers Will Condemn Misbrand- 
ing—To Invoke Aid of Federal Food and Drugs Act. 


The annual meeting of the Manufacturing Perfumers’ As- 
sociation of the United States is to be held in this city, on April 
9, 10 and 11, and it is announced that a campaign is to be 
launched looking to the elimination from the trade in this 
country of all “fake” perfumes which masquerade under 
fanciful foreign names. ‘To this end the provisions of the new 
Food and Drugs act will be invoked. ‘The editor of the AMER- 
ICAN DruGGist has been invited to deliver an address to the 
association on the Food and Drugs act in its relation to the 
toilet goods industry. 

The association also will attempt to prove to the public 
mind that perfumes made in America by honest manufacturers 
are equal, if not superior, to those imported from France and 
other countries. 

The association will indorse the Food and Drugs act, it 
was said yesterday, and will ask for a strict enforcement of 
the regulations with regard to the use of fictitious or “ trade” 
names. 

The Manufacturing Perfumers’ Association is organized at 
present as follows: President, D. H. McConnell, New York; 
vice-president, J. Clifton Buck, Philadelphia; second vice-presi- 
dent, F. F. Ingram, Detroit; secretary, Frank B. Marsh, New 
York; treasurer, William A. Bradley, New York. Executive 
Board—Theodore Ricksecker, Benjamin I. Mott, James E. 
Davis, J. Clifton Buck, Henry Dalley, Alfred G. Wright, and 
Gilbert Colgate. 

DIED. 

FITZGERALD.—In Georgetown, Ky., on Sunday, March 3, 
George W. Fitzgerald, aged 65 years. 

Haw tey.—In Cleveland, O., on Tuesday, March 5, Adelbert 
Kent Hawley, aged 68 years. 

RANDOLPH.—In Altoona, Pa., on’Saturday, March 2, Charles 
F. Randolpb, aged 59 years. 

RicHARD.—In New Orleans, La., on Wednesday, March 6, I. 
S. Richard, aged 64 years. 

Terry.—In Elkton, Ky., on Wednesday, March 6, William 
M. Terry, aged 53 years. 

THOMPSON.—In Salisbury, N. C., on Thursday, February 28, 


on 


Claude L. Thompson, aged 82 years. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices, 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, March 23, 1907. 


Trade continues of satisfactory proportions, the spring busi- 
ness appearing to be opening up early and in encouraging vol- 
ume, though the consuming demand is chiefly confined to job- 
bing quantities, and speculation is yet in abeyance. Reports of 
poor fishing results have served to concentrate attention on 
codliver oil and some extreme figures were quoted at the start; 
the uncertainty of the situation is prompting caution on the 
part of both holders and buyers, but it is not believed that 
prices will go much higher, if any, than the range established 
this week. Opium has stiffened in the interval and the tendency 
of values is upward. The lower quotations for C. P. glycerin 
have been withdrawn and citric acid, cream of tartar and tar- 
taric acid have been advanced by the manufacturers. As a re- 
sult of the prohibition by the provisions of the food and drugs 
act against selling vanillin or artificial vanilla extract as 
vanilla extract, the price of Mexican vanilla beans has advanced 
materially during the week. The higher standards required 
for lemon oil under the previsions of the law is also responsible 
tu a large extent for an advance in the price of this oil. 
Holders of dandelion have been confronted with an extraordi- 
nary demand for the root owing to the extensive advertising of 
a proprietary article which is directed to be taken in a prescrip- 
tion with fluidextract of dandelion. Rarely in the history of 
the drug market has such a sudden demand sprung up for one 
of the roots, and the cause of it was for some time a mystery. 
While recent stock accessions have relieved the market to some 
extent, the price of dandelion still remains at a higher level 
than it has ever touched. Refiners of camphor ‘are reported to 
be behind in their deliveries and orders are being taken with 
reserve. At the same time a new high leyel of prices has been 
estublished. A decline in the price of quinine was an unex- 
pected feature of the market, and another important change was 
a decline in the price of cascara sagrada. A new basis of 
values is being gradually established on both crude and manu- 
factured drug commodities and complaints are beginning to be 
heard from consumers who are required to pay higher prices 
for goods on which they realize no greater return from their 
customers, 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Camphor, Quinine, 
Balsam copaiba, Anise oil, 


Codliver oil, 
Dandelion root 


Orange oil, sweet, 
Saffron, American, 


Opium, Cascara sagrada, 
Vanilla beans, Ipecac, 

Tonka beans, Arnica flowers, 
Clove oil, Blue flag root, 
Lemon oil, Wahoo root bark, 
Cassia oil, Millet seed, 
Glycerin, Sunfiower seed, 


Nux vomica, 
Belladonna leaf, 
Berberis aquifolium, 
Star anise seed, 
Citric acid, 
Tartaric acid, 
Cream tartar, 
Manna, small flake, 
Stillingia root, 
Blue vitriol, 
Sodium benzoate. 


Arsenic, white. 


Drugs. 


Acetone has improved in position owing to increased de- 
mand, coupled with inability of manufacturers to make prompt 
deliveries. While the inside quotation is nominally 18\4c it is 
difficult to obtain a round lot for prompt delivery at this 
figure, though in a jobbing way 17%4c to 18c is yet named. 


Alcohol has not changed in the interval. About the usual 





quantity is being distributed at our quotations for grain which 
stand at $2.46% to $2.49. A better demand is experienced for 


. denatured, and values are steadily maintained at the range of 


36c to 42e. 


Arnica flowers are in better supply and values for some 
varieties are a shade easier, with 9c to 10c named, and sales 
reported within the range. 


Balsams.—Copaiba has improved under the influence of a 
good consuming demand and light available supply; South 
American now quoted at 90c to 95c and Para at $1.50 to $1.65. 
T'olu is firmer under the influence of increased demand and 
prices are well maintained at an advance to 21¢c to 22c. Peru 
is inactive, but holders’ views have not varied of late; the quo- 
tation of the market is $1.50 to $1.75. Fir, Canada, is a trifle 
irregular in price, some lots being obtainable at $2.80, though 
$2.90 to $3.00 is a more popular quotation; Oregon is unchanged 
and firm at $1.35 to $1.50. 


Barks.—Cascara has eased off a trifle under the influence of 
a slackened inquiry coupled with selling pressure, and quota- 
tions are now at 9c to 11¢c, as to age and quantity; recent re- 
ports from the coast point to the advantage of operating at the 
current basis, as stocks are not so large as generally understood. 
Sassafras is held at previous quotations, though the sale mo- 
mentarily is limited. Wahoo offers more freely at a lower 
level, sales being reported down to 50c. Soap has continued 
dull, but holders abate none of their firmness, owing to the un- 
certainty which prevailed regarding the outlook for supplies 
during the consuming season. 


Buchu leaves are maintained with a good show of firmness, 
recent arrivals having had no appreciable influence on the 
stability of values. We quote choice green leaves at 24c to 26c, 
though some yellowish gray are available at 20c. 

Cantharides have remained quiet since our last, and prices 
are unchanged, at 70¢c to 75c; for Chinese whole, 80c to 85c 
for powdered, and 95c to $1.00 for Russian whole. 

Codliver oil is firmer, in sympathy with the primary mar- 
kets, and spot values have advanced to $32.50 to $37.00 for 
Norwegian, with the outlook regarded as favorable for further 
advances, though it is not thought likely that extreme prices 
will prevail. 

Cornsilk is selling more actively and the price is maintained 
at the full/range of 5'%4c to Te. 

Juniper berries are held with increased firmness, owing to 
the tenor of recent cable reports advising higher primary mar- 
ket, owing to reduced supplies. While a limited quantity is 
available on spot at 4c, 44%4c is more generally named. 

Manna, small flake, is in upward tendency, and spot quo- 
tations show an advance to 34c to 36c. 

Menthol meets with very little attention, the: consumption 
of late having shown a considerable falling off. The quotation 
of the market is $2.55 to $2.75, as to quality and quantity. 

Morphine is attracting more attention, owing to the im- 
proved position of opium, but values are nominally unchanged 
at $2.35 to $2.60, as to quantity. 

Nux vomica shows increased activity, and we hear of sales 
in a large way at the inside price of 2%c, and 2%c and 3c is 
now named. 

Opium has appreciated in value and the demand has im- 
proved, sales of cases being reported at $3.60 and broken lots 
at $3.55; powdered is held and selling moderately at $4.10 
to $4.15. : 

Quinine has further declined, another reduction in price 
having been announced on the 12th instant, which brings the 
figure for bulk down to 19c. The reduction in price was some- 
what of a surprise to local dealers, as the market had been 








